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The United Grand Imperial Council, Red Cross of Constantine

Arlington to host 122nd Assembly
at Sheraton National

The 122nd Annual Assembly of the
United Grand Imperial Council of the
Red Cross of Constantine will be held
in Arlington, Virginia at the Sheraton
National on June 2, 3, and 4, 1994,
Those interested in attending should
secure reservations as soon as possible.

Registration begins on Thursday,
June 2nd at 12:00 p.m. in the Foyer
Area Ballroom on the Lobby level of
the hotel.

The Hospitality Room will be num-
ber 9716 on the seventh floor.

At 6:30 there will be a reception
honoring the Grand Sovereign and his
lady; the dress is informal.

On Friday, the Assembly will be in
full swing with the ladies’ tour sched-
uled for 10:00 to 12:30; buses will be in
front of the hotel. The morning session
of the Assembly begins at 9:30 with the
Recorders’ and Intendants’ General
Seminar and a meeting of the Jurispru-
dence Committee.

The Men’s Luncheon will be at 12:00
and the Ladie’s Luncheon will be at
1:00.

The Opening Session of the United
Grand Imperial Council opens at 1:30.
There will be a social hour on Friday
evening beginning at 6:30. The Infor-
mal Banquet begins at 7:30 in the
Lobby Level Ballroom.

On Saturday morning the Hospital-
ity Room will open at 8:30 with the
Second Session beginning at 9:00.
There will be the Installation Cere-
mony and Memorial Service at 11:00
with lunch for the Knights Companions
and their Ladies at 1:00. Entertainment
will begin in the Ballroom at 2:30.

There will also be a 6:30 Social Hour
on Saturday prior to the Formal Ban-
quet.

An important concern of the As-
" sembly will be the presentation of sev-
eral Resolutions for consideration by
the United Grand Imperial Council.
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The first proposed Resolution sug-
gests the amendment of Article V, Sec-
tion 1 of the Constitution by creating a
new paragraph (j). This Resolution
would allow for the overruling of the
rejection of a proposal when requested
by a two-thirds vote of the Conclave
and then only after permitting each
member to speak on the matter.

The second proposed Resolution
would amend Section 6 of the General
Statutes by creating a new paragraph
(d). This proposal allows the Grand
Sovereign to overrule the rejection of a
candidate provided at least two-thirds
of the members of the Conclave so vote
at a regular meeling or a special meet-
ing called for the purpose. The Inten-
dant General must concur in such a
request. Before the Grand Sovereign
can render his decision each member
of the Conclave must be given the op-
portunity to meet with the Grand Sov-
ercign or the Intendant General if the
Grand Sovereign so designates to ex-
plain why the designate does not meet
the qualifications for membership (see

{.related article on p. 3). After such

meeting, the Grand Sovereign shall de-
cide whether or not to overrule the re-
jection of a candidate.

A third proposed Resolution would
allow the Grand Sovereign to appoint
up to two members-at-large of the
United Grand Imperial Council. Such
membership would be limited to no
more than two Royal Arch Masons who
subscribe to a belief in the Christian
religion as revealed in the New Testa-
ment and are of sufficient stature to
bring credit upon the UGIC. Such
membership shall expire with the term
of the Grand Sovereign unless ratified
by the UGIC. Members-at-large may
receive an invitation (o join a Subordi-
nate Conclave.

The above proposals are submitted
by the Most Eminent Grand Viceroy,
Knight Companion James M. Ward.

An amendment to Article 1, Section
8(a) and (b) is also being submitted to
this Assembly of the UGIC. The pro-
posed amendment suggests the addi-
tion (in bold) of the following language
to the above Sections:

(a) [nor shall the grade (of Sover-
eign) be conferred upon anyone who
has not previously been consecrated a
Viceroy] and who has not been duly
conferred as a member of the Orders
of Knight of the Holy Sepulcher and
Knight of Saint John the Evangelist.
Where the restriction of membership
in the Orders of the Holy Sepulcher
and St. John the Evangelist work a
hardship, the Grand Sovereign, or the
Intendant General acting on his be-
half, may grant a waiver in each in-
stance.

(b) [No Knight Companion shall be
qualified to sit in a Conclave as a Vice-
roy who shall not have been duly con-
secrated to the Priesthood of Eusebius
in the Imperial College of the Order]
and who has not been duly conferred a
member of the Orders of Knight of the
Holy Sepulcher and Knight of Saint
John the Evangelist. Where the restric-
tion of membership in the Orders of
the Holy Sepulcher and Saint John the
Evangelist work a hardship, the Grand
Sovereign, or the Intendant General
acting in his behalf, may grant a waiver
in each instance.

Also to be presented as an amend-
ment to Article X, Section 1 of the
Constitution is the addition of the fol-
lowing words so that the second sen-
tence will read: [Such officers shall
have the general supervision of the af-
fairs of the Order in their particular
divisions,] particularly the convening
and functioning of joint Assemblies;
lete.]

The above three proposals submit-
ted by:

Stanton T. Brown
Ilustrious Grand Almoner



From the East

Dear Knights Companions:

Echoing Thomas Paine, we might
also say that “these are the times that
try men’s souls.” Our whole Fraternity
is in a state of anxiety about who we are
and where we are going. On one side
are sincere Masons who think things
are fine just the way they are; on the
other side are equally sincere Masons
who believe that the very survival of
Masonry is dependent upon our mak-
ing fundamental changes in both the
way we practice our Craft and the pub-
lic perception of the Fraternity.

To complicate matters further,
there is an active and powerful group
within the Shrine who is attempting to
sever the ties between Freemasonry
and their own organization. Doubtless
these brethren are well-intentioned
and are concerned about the preserva-
tion of the immense charitable pro-
gram of the Shrine.

It is vital that the leadership of the
Craft defeat this ill-conceived notion
about how to solve the problem. Only
by working TOGETHER can we de-
feat both the declining membership
and its attendant financial conse-
quences. We can remain the world’s
largest fraternal organization only if we
embrace and promote the concept of
Masonic Unity.

Yours in Faith, Unity & Zeal,
Charles V. Brewer
Grand Sovereign

9th Annual NW Regional
Assembly Meets in

Richland WA

The 9th Annual Assembly of the
Northwest Region was held in Rich-
land, Washington. Events began with
registration on Friday the 18th from 3
to 5 p.m. Kt. Comp. Norman Harms of
Pasco acted as Registrar, checking in
all pre-registration Knights Compan-
ions, as well as accommodating those
not pre-registered.

Activities began with a fruit, cheese,
and vegetable service accompanied by
sampling of wine available in the Tri-
city area. This also served as a recep-
tion and greeting for Kt. Comp. Ned E.
Dull, K.G.C., our present Grand Re-
corder, and Stanton T. Brown, Grand
Almoner of the United Grand Imperial
Council, and his lady Johnnie.

Promptly at 6:30 p.m. the informal
banquet began with an invocation by
Kt. Comp. Kent W. Gist, Sovereign of
St. Michael Conclave in Boise, Idaho.
Kt. Comp. Harms had small souvenirs
and fortune cookies on the tables.
There being no structured agenda, all
were encouraged to visit and get ac-
quainted. Centerpieces of vases with
roses were awarded to the ladies as the
evening closed.

Saturday activities began with regis-
tration again from 8 to 9 a.m. St. Mi-
chael Conclave opened promptly at 9
a.m. with Kt. Comp. Gist presiding. He
then turned the Assembly over to Kt.
Comp. David H. Volkman, Intendant
General of the Division of Idaho, the
host Division, All Knight Companions
were welcomed. Kts. Comps. Ned E,,
Dull, K.G.C. and Stanton T. Brown

b e i

from left: Donald J. Stevenson, Illustrious Grand Master, Cryptic Ma:

were again introduced as were Gilbert
G. Whitehead, Intendant General of
the Division of Alaska; Robert J. John-
ston, Intendant General of the Division
of Washington; and Wilbur L. Squires,
Intendant General of the Division of
Montana.

Kt. Comp. Volkman then called on
Kt. Comp. Robert E. Truesdale, Sover-
eign of St. Raphael Conclave of Spo-
kane, Washington, to take charge of the
Assembly for the purpose of conferring
the Order of the Red Cross on newly
elected candidates. The Order was
done in exemplary style and capped off
with a stirring delivery of the lecture by
Past Sovereign and Past Grand Master
of Masons of Washington, Most Wor-
shipful and Kt. Comp. Al Bradford.
The Assembly then broke for a short
coffee and refreshment break in the
Hospitality Room with the ladies.

At 10:30 a.m. Wendal H. Kuecker,
Sovereign of St. Alban Conclave in Se-
attle, conferred the Order of Knight of
the Holy Sepulcher in full costume on
a class of seventeen candidates under
the direction of Kt. Comp. Garth Short.
Joseph H. Wagner, Sovereign of St.
Olav Conclave, Montesano, Washing-
ton, conferred the Order of St. John
the Evangelist with the assistance of
Kts. Comps. from his Conclave under
the direction of Harry Houston. The
Assembly was then dismissed in prep-
aration for a poolside luncheon with
the ladies at 12:30 p.m.

At 1:45 p.m. sharp the Assembly was
reconvened for the business of the
Northwest Assembly. Intendant Gen-
eral Volkman of Idaho presented a let-
ter from Kt. Comp. Aldridge N.
Beattie, Intendent General of Oregon,

sons of WA, Frank W.

Davidson, Right Eminent Grand Commander, Knight Templar of WA; William R. Miller, PGM
of WA and SGIG; Dick Dickerson, Most Excellent Grand High Priest of WA,
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requesting that the selection of time
and place for the 1995 Assembly be
delayed until the end of June or July
since normal rotation would make 1995
Oregon’s turn to host the Regional As-
sembly. In as much as Kt. Comp. Beat-
tiec was not permitted to be in
attendance, it was the decision of the
four Intendants General in attendance
to present to the Assembly the propo-
sition that the location of the 1995
Northwest Regional Assembly be de-
cided in the manner customary at the
business meeting being held. It was de-
cided that Washington would host the
1995 Assembly in Richland. In as much
as the accomodations, meals, and ser-
vice of the Tower Inn Best Western had
been so outstanding, they would again
be the location on March 17-18, 1995.
If Oregon was able to assume its place
in rotation, it should do so for the
1996 Northwest Regional Assembly —
that determination to be made next
year. It was also noted that there were
(continued on p. 8)

The UGIC was saddened this
month by the passing of our Grand
Senior General, Knight Companion
Allin W. Proudfoot. He passed
away at the age of 65 at Manor Care
Nursing Center in Dunedin, Fla. of a
brain tumor.

Kt. Comp. Proudfoot was born in
Chicago and graduated from North-
western University with a Bachelor’s
and a Master’s Degree. He worked
in sales for Proctor & Gamble be-
fore moving into marketing, working
for Best Foods and RJ Reynolds
Foods in New York.

In 1971 he joined Curtiss Candy
in Chicago as president and chief
operating officer, becoming CEO
the next year. In 1973 he joined
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of
Chicago as president and CEO. In
1976 he became vice president of
Coca-Cola, USA.

The Byzantium

In Memoriam

Allin W. Proudfoot
Grand Senior General, U.G.1.C.
January 23, 1929 - April 11, 1994

Kt. Comp. Proudfoot then went to
work for the Joseph Schiltz Brewing
Company in Milwaukee as executive
vice president for marketing.

In 1980 he joined Northwestern
Universily as vice president for devel-
opment and to direct Public Relations,
the Alumni Association, and fundrais-
ing for the University.

He was chosen the executive direc-
tor of the United Cerebral Palsy Foun-
dation Inc.in 1986.

Among the groups for which he did
charitable fundraising were the Anti-
Defamation League, the Better Boys
Foundation, the City of Hope, and
Medinah Shrine Temple.

Survivors include his wife Ruth Ann;
two sons, Alfred and Malcolm; a
daughter, Marcia Corenman; six
grandchildren; and a sister.

from left: Stanton T. Brown, Grand Almoner; David H. Volkman, 1. G. of Idaho; Gilbert
Whitehead, I. G. of Alaska; Wilbur Squires, 1. G. of Montana; Robert J. Johnson, I. G. of
Washington; Ned E. Dull, K.G.C., Grand Recorder

A memorial service was held
April 22 in the Scottish Rite Cathe-
dral, 915 N. Dearborn, Chicago.

Kt. Comp. Proudfoot was a mem-
ber of Wilmette Park Lodge No. 931,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
of Illinois at Wilmette, Ill. He was a
member of the York Rite Bodies of
Evanston, Ill. and a member of the
Scottish Rite bodies of the Valley of
Chicago. He was a 33° Mason and
Honorary Member of the Supreme
Council, Northern Masonic Juris-
diction, Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.

Kt. Comp. Proudfoot was a mem-
ber of St. John Conclave and had
served as its Puissant Sovereign in
1988. His devotion and dedication to
the Order of the Red Cross of Con-
stantine will long be remembered.




Hawaiian Happenings

Past Grand Master
Addresses Hawaian
Conclave

The Knights Companions gath-
ered at the Kawaiahao Church on
Sunday February 13, 1994 at 10:30
a.m. to participate in the Commem-
oration Pre-Service of Henry Op-
ukahaia.

Present were Arlen Scott, Bill
Wong, Raymond Young, David
Lindsey, Jr., David Kaohelaulii,
Paul Jones, Rudy Duncan, C. Wil-
liam Scharff, Henry Park, Stuart
Cowan, Raymond Wong, Dexter
Lum, Clyde Ridley, Abraham
Nahale-a, Earnest Fernandez, and
Bunny Wong.

The Pm?ram began with a presen-
tation of "ALOHA NO HENRY
OPUKHAIA" by Deborah Lee, a
relative of Opukhaia. Next our Em-
inent Viceroy David Kaohelaulii
offered a prayer in both Hawaiian
and English, followed by an ad-
dress from our Past Sovereign
David Lindsey, Jr.

(Below are highlights of the Ad-
dress of David K. Lindsey, Jr.,P.S.,
P.G.M.)

Have you ever heard of a Ma-
sonic Order called the Red Cross
of Constantine and how it relates to
OPUKAHAIA, the young Chris-
tian man we’re honoring here
today?

And how do I, David Kaono
Lindsey, Jr., tie in with Kawaiahao
Church, OPUKAHAIA, the Red
Cross of Constantine, and Freema-
sonry? Well, for those of you who
do not already know, I am a mem-
ber of Kawaiahao Church, Past
Sovereign of the Red Cross of Con-
stantine, OPUKAHAIA Conclave,
and Past Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of the State of Ha-
waii.

I recite these titles and organi-
zations NOT to sound important,
but simply to relate the common tie

between what OPUKAHAIA
stood for, why the Red Cross of
Constantine adopted OP-
UKAHAIA’s name for its Con-
clave and how the Red Cross fits in
with Freemasonry.

You must profess to be a
CHRISTIAN before the Conclave
invites you to become a member.
You cannot simply apply, you must
be INVITED. Then only by unan-
imous consent after serious consid-
eration would you be accepted.

It is true that Freemasonry is a
fraternity of men, whose members
are encouraged to practice their
own particular religion, so long as
they believe in God, the Creator of
heaven and earth, and the im-
mortality of the soul. This is why
most Masons are Christians, some
are Jewish, others are Catholics,
Protestants and so forth. We toler-
ate each other’s individual religious
beliefs, and yet we enjoy fraternal-
ism together and jointly perform
charitable activities for everyone,
regardless of Masonic affiliation.

OPUKAHAIA was adopted
several decades ago as the name of
the Hawaii Conclave of our Chris-
tian Order because OPUKAHAIA
the CHRISTIAN was seen by our
members as a great example of the
same CHRISTIAN values which
are, have been, and always will be,
close to our hearts.

Why is our Order known as the
Red Cross of Constantine and how
did it acquire its stamp of CHRIS-
TlANITgY?

Editor’s note:

M.. W.. Bro. Lindsey con-
cluded his address with a review of
the history of the Order as ex-

lained in the lecture of the Ritual.

ro. Lindsey does not comment in
this address on who Opukahaia
was, the name being familiar to his
audience. For the benefit of less
well informed Knights Compan-
ions the following is submitted.

One hundred seventy-five years
after his death in 1818 at the age of
26 in Cornwall, Conneclicut, the re-

mains of Henry Opukahaia were
returned to Hawaii. On Sunday
August 15, 1993, a koa casket con-
taining his remains was lowered
into a grave prepared for him at
Kahiko%u Church on the Big Island.

Opukahaia left Hawaii in 1808
at age 16 when he jumped aboard
the ship Triumph in Kealakekua
Bay. He arrived in New England
and was befriended by the Dwight
family of Yale University. He is said
to be the first Hawaiian convert to
Christianity. Historians say Op-
ukahaia inspired the American
Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions to send the first mis-
sionary company to Hawaii. That
company lelt Boston in October
1819 and arrived in Hawaii in April
1820.

The above was extracted from
an article by Elanore A. Chong for
a publication of the United Church
of Christ, September, 1993.
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History of the Eastern
Regional Assembly

by Donald J. Redlich, P.S.

This, the largest of the Regional
Assemblies, has its roots in the An-
nual Assembly of the Imperial Ec-
clesiastical and Military Order of
Knights of the Red Cross of Con-
stantine for the United States of
America, Empire of the East. After
the merger took place with the Em-
pire of the West on February 18,
1958, some of the Knights Compan-
ions, wishing to maintain much of
the cohesiveness and comraderie
of the old Empire of the East,
began holding the Eastern Re-
EionalAsscrnb y at the Inn at Buck-

ill Falls, Pennsylvania.

William R. Burchfield, Past
Grand Sovereign, was the prime
mover. Later, John G. Eshleman,
K.C.C,, ably assisted by Walter B.
Wilson, K.C.C., provided the lead-
ership which set the course for the
Assembly for many years. Buckhill
Falls became THE place to be on
the last weekend in October and
many of the Knights Companions
were there year after year. Most
came for the entire program, but
some from localities not very dis-
tant would come just for Saturday.
That tradition extends to this day.

With the death of Knight Com-
panion Eshleman in 1985 the lead-
ership of the Eastern Regional
Assembly was assumed by Knight
Companion William E. Yeager, Jr.,
who also became Intendant Gen-
eral for the Division of Pennsylva-
nia Central. The Assembly held
that year at the Inn at Buckhill
Falls was destined to be the last.
The Inn had been experiencing fi-
nancial problems which inevitably
led to the decline of services to the
guests, and the following year the
Assembly moved to the Hershey
Pocono Resort. Here the accom-
modations were much improved,
and only minor problems arose.
The resort was later sold and be-
came the Mountain Laurel Resort
where the Assembly is still held, but
now on the first weekend of No-
vember.

The meeting begins with a re-
ception and get-together Friday
evening at 5:30 with dinner at 6:30.
Saturday morning is busy with
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breakfast from 7:30 to 10:00. The
Senate of Sovereigns begins at 9:30
and the College of Viceroys at
10:15. Roughly 25 candidates are
consecrated and coroneted. This
ritual work is then followed by the
introduction of Grand Officers
who are present and other distin-
guished Masons in attendance.
Luncheon follows from 12:00 to
1:30.

The Order of the Red Cross of
Constantine is conferred on a class
of candidates numbering about 50
beginning at 2:00 which 1s followed
by the Appendant Orders at 3:00.
The ladies are not forgotten and
have excellent professional enter-
tainment at 2:30 followed by Tea.

A reception at 5:30 is followed
by a banquet and entertainment be-
ginning at 6:30. This highlight tops
off a very busy day and is always
enjoyed by the members and their
wives. The Assembly does not end
at the conclusion of the banquet,
however. Sunday morning, follow-
ing breakfast, an inspirational
church service is held which in-
cludes a memorial for the Knights
Companions of the Eastern Region
who have passed away since the last
Assembly. An excellent lunch
closes the Assembly.

Each year the Eastern Regional
Assembly increases in size and sets
new records for attendance. The
Grand Sovereign almost always at-
tends, and his presence is truly ap-
preciated. The Grand Recorder
acts as Master of Ceremonies for
the banquet and sits in on the cri-
tique held by the Committee on Ar-
rangements immediately following
lunch on Sunday. Here, while ev-
erything is fresh in the mind, prob-
lem areas are discussed and
solutions formulated for the next
year. Then tired, but with a sense of
accomplishment, the Committee
leaves for home.

Attend
Your
Blue

Lodge

Membership
Criteria

by Tom Yantis
Grand Chancellor

Membership in almost all Ma-
sonic Bodies has experienced a se-
vere decline in the past several
years, some being affected more
than others, and honorary
branches such as ours are not im-
mune to being affected. Writers
and speakers are flooding us with
the prophecy of doom that if some-
thing drastic is not done soon, Ma-
sonry (or substitute Shrine, York
Rite, Scottish Rite, or any other
branch) will be nonexistent in “X-
number of years.” But ‘numbers’ is
not the goal of our Order nor the
subject of this article, though the
survival and well-being of our par-
ent bodies is of vital concern to us.
In these few paragraphs I wish to
take a fresh look at the qualifica-
tions of those invited into our ranks
and the criteria for their selection.

The PURPOSES of our Order
were adopted at its 106th Annual
Assembly and read as follows:

The purposes of the Con-
stantinian Orders are to commem-
orate the first elevation of
Christianity from the position of a
despised and proscribed heresy to
that of a legally recognized and
honored religion; to cultivate the
social virtues; appeal to the intel-
lectual and moral qualities; pre-
serve as far as possible the
customs of the fraternity; and
bring about good fellowship and
understanding between all
branches of Masonry.

Nothing contained therein re-
fers to size or indicates that an in-
crease in numbers is even one of
our goals. On the contrary, our
rules limit the size of each Conclave
to a very small number and stress
the qualifications of its Invitees or
Designates. ‘Qualities * might be an
even better term, for the actual

ualifications to be eligible for con-
sideration are only two, as set forth
in Section 6. (a) of our Constitu-
tion, Statutes and Regulations,
which says:

No Conclave shall confer the
Orders of Knighthood upon any
person who is not a Royal Arch



Mason in good standing, nor un-
willing to subscribe to a belief in
the Christian religion as revealed
in the New Testament.

Thus, we see that the nominee
must be a Royal Arch Mason and
of the Christian faith, nothing
more, and, of course, nothing less.
So the qualifications themselves
are most lenient, but paragraph (b)
of that same Section 6 goes some-
what further in describing the qual-
ities and characteristics of those
whom we should choose. This para-
graph states, among other things,
that our Invitees should be “out-
standing Masons who have shown
high qualities of leadership, exem-
plified high moral and intellectual
attributes, and have contributed
substantial service to the Craft, or
to the civic, industrial and reli-
gious life of their community.”

It would seem that our founders
felt that qualities were more im-
portant than qualifications, and
this writer agrees, for there are lit-
erally thousands of Masons who
have taken every Degree and
Order available and have been
awarded many high honorary titles
but lack the qualities stated above.
It might be said that we are not so
much interested in how much Ma-
sonry a man is in, but how much
Masonry is in that man. In our
Order the Masonry is actually sec-
ond to the Christian aspect of one’s
character.

This brings us to the practice by
some Conclaves of adding to the
requirements for membership,
thereby eliminating many good
men who would otherwise qualify,
and possibly leaving unfilled vacan-
cies. With our membership limita-
tion so very small at best, it is
saddening to see so many Con-
claves operating at less than full
strength. By arbitrary unwritten
rules, some Conclaves are not con-
sidering prospective Invitees un-
less they gelong to both Rites and
the Shrine. This is a violation of the
intent of our Rules and deprives us
of many outstanding members.
These other Bodies all have their
own Honors programs, and our
limited vacancies should not be
usurped by a duplication of said
honors because oﬁservice or stand-
ing in another Body. To repeat, one
must be only a Royal Arch Mason,

and more importantly, a dedicated
Christian.

Also, there is no justification for
Conclaves to hold one or more va-
cancies open in order to assure the
opFortumty for Degree conferral
at future annual meetings. Our laws
provide for Emeritus memberships
whose number are not counted in
the allowed limit. They are dues-
anin members who enjoy all the

enefits of regular members, ex-
cept the right to hold office, yet
their status allows some new Desig-
nate to be taken in. Conclaves may
not exceed ten such members at
any one time, but if created a few at
a time over a period of years, the
existence of a vacancy for Degree
conferral can be taken care of for
quite a while. During that time,
normal attrition through death will
create additional vacancies in both
types of membership.

Conclaves should review their
By-Laws to be sure the lf)rcnvidf: for
Emeriti Members. While they are
at it, they should review the proce-
dures for nominating and electing
Invitees. Conclaves vary in their
election procedure but this does
not mean that any of them are act-
ing improperly. When someone
complained to me that a particular
Conclave was wrong in what they
were doing, and that they should do
as the complainer’s Conclave did, I
inquired of the Jurisprudence
Committee and was told that if they
followed the procedure outlined in
their By-Laws they were not doing
wrong. Therefore, it is most im-
portant to be sure that By-Laws are
complete and cover all necessary
subjects. A suggested form for
Conclave By-Laws is found on
pages 68-77 of our Constitution,
Statutes, and Regulations, 1991
Revision. Of course, local By-Laws
cannot be in conflict with any part
of the Imperial Council Statutes
and Regulations, and if they are,
the Imperial Council law prevails.

This article has been prepared
and submitted at the request of the
Long Range Planning Committee,
who feel very strongly that we need
to continue to invite the best possi-
ble prospects into our ranks, mak-
ing sure they not only meet the
requirements, but are the most out-
standing Masons in the jurisdiction
and point to the Christian faith in
their lives and actions. To add un-

necessary or additional criteria is
not in keeping with our laws or pur-

oses, and to fail to fill vacancies
or arbitrary reasons is threatening
to our very existence. The prestige
of our Order is well csta%lished,
and we are judged by those who are
known as members. We shall main-
tain that prestige through quality
rather than size or numbers, and
this alone will insure our continued
permanence.

& D

Upcoming Regional &
Divisional Assemblies
July 30: Division of Georgia
in Albany
®
July 30: Division of Michigan
in Grand Rapids
®
Aug 5-6: Southwest Regional
in Tucson
®
Aug 12-13: Division of Missouri
in Springfield
®
Aug 27: Division of Oklahoma
in Tulsa
®
Nov 12: Division of Ohio
in Atwood Lakes
®
Nov 4-5: Eastern Regional
in White Haven

The Byzantium



The Origin of
Byzantium

by Nicolas J. Tambures

Byzantium. The word itself re-
sounds down through the centuries
like the clash of cymbals, recalling
the glorious days of our world hav-
ing attained unparalleled heights in
the cultures of the Roman and
Greek Empires.

Byzantium was both a cosmo-
politan and an aristocratic society.
Its many different races found
some kind of unity within the
framework of a Christian empire in
the main deriving its administrative
and cultural traditions frm the
Greco-Roman world, though not
uninfluenced by oriental civiliza-
tions. The geographical situation of
its capital, Constantinople, enabled
it to command routes by land and
sea between Asia Minor, the Bal-
kans, and western Europe or lead-
ing to Russia, central Asia, and
beyond.

It was the metropolis of Medi-
terranean economy certainly up to
the end of the 12th century, and its
gold coin, the nomisma, was the
medium of international exchange
until the influence of the Byzantine
Empire was supplanted by the rise
of the Italian city states, notably
Venice and Genoa in the period
after 1204,

Byzantium, or modern-day Is-
tanbul, drew considerable revenue
from customs dues and from its
own export trade, particularly of its
highly prized materials and its
works of art, such as ivories, during
the Byzantine period which flour-
ished from A. D. 324 (o 1453.

In these eleven centuries it un-
derwent profound transforma-
tions; hence, it is cutomary to divide
Byzantine history into at least three
major periods; the Early, the Mid-
dle, and the Late. The Early Byzan-
tine period may be regarded as
extending to about the middle of
the seventh century. In other
words, to the rise of Islam and the
definitive installation of the Arabs
along the eastern and southern
shores of the Mediterranean; the
Middle period either to the occu-

ation of Asia Minor by the Turks
in the 1070's or, with less justifica-
tion, the the capture of Constanti-
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nople by the Crusaders in 1204; and
the Later period from either one of
these two termini to 1453.

A reservation has to be made at
this point: our knowledge of any
past civilization is based on re-
cords, be they written or monu-
mental. Where written evidence is
abundant, monuments assume an
ancillary position; we can study the
Victorian Age without ever looking
at the Albert Memorial, though by
not doing so we may be missing
some interesting insights. To the
extent written records become in-
adequate, monumental or archaeo-
logical evidence gains in
importance. In this scheme of
things, the position of the Byzan-
tine Empire is rather peculiar. At
first glance, the volume of written
material it has bequethed to us ap-
pears very considerable. But then,
what is the nature of this material?

The written material at our dis-
osal may be loosely called literary
in the sense that it has been pre-
served in manuscript books.
Counting only those in Greek,
about [ifty thousand manuscripts
survive in various libraries, about
half that number being of medieval
date. Even if a large proportion of
this material is liturgical, theologi-
cal, devotional, and so on, the his-
torian of the Byzantine Empire
cannot complain that he does not
have enough texts to read; on the
contrary, he has far too many.

And yet, these texts have a
strangely opaque quality; and the
more elegant their diction, the
more opaque they become. That is
not to say they misinform us; on the
contrary, Byzantine historians and
chroniclers have a reasonably good
record for veracity. They give us the
external husk of public events; we
look in vain for the underlying real-
ities of life. If we turn to epistolog-
raphy, a genre that was assiduously
cultivated throughout the Empire,
we are even more disappointed. In-
stead of personal observations, we
are offered erudite cliches. Only on
rare occasions is the curtain raised,
and this by relatively uncultivated
authors.

For the historian of Byzantine
civilization the limitations of his
written material have serious im-
plications. The only means of over-
coming them lies, I believe, in the
study of material remains, in other

words in archaeology. It is true that
a great number of classical cities
have been excavated in the eastern
Krovinces, and many of them ex-

ibit a continuous pattern of occu-
pation until the early seventh
century. We are, therefore, fairly
well informed concerning the ma-
terial setting of urban life during
the Early Byzantine period, even if
a great deal still remains to be
learned.

The sites in question usually re-
veal a dramatic rupture in the sev-
enth century, sometimes in the
form of a drastic reduction, some-
times virtual abandonment. But
what came next? For the Middle
and Late Byzantine periods our
knowledge is still very sparse. The
only type of monument that has sur-
vived in considerable numbers and
has been the object of systematic
study has been the church. It has,
however, been studied by art histo-
rians whose method of approach is
seldom relevant to the historian of
civilization. We may draw some in-
teresting deductions even from
churches, but what we need —and
this can hardly be achieved in the
immediate future —is a systematic
investigation of Byzantine cities
and villages, of castles and farms, of
waterworks, roads, and industrial
installations in different provinces
of the Empire. Only when this has
been done shall we be in a position
to speak with any assurance of the
level and scale of the Byzantine civ-
ilization.

Byzantine society, certainly the
middle and upper reaches, was well
educated and aware of its continu-
ity with its Greek past. The wealth-
ier families’ children had tutors,
and there were some schools in the
provinces. Intellectual activity was
equally promoted in imperial cir-
cles, and in the rare exceptions
when this was not so (as in the case
of Basil II, 976-1025) the fact was
noted with disapproval. This inter-
est grew rather than diminished as
Byzantine political fortunes waned;
the exiled Nicaean emperors were
at pains to build up their libraries
in Asia Minor amid the stresses of
civil wars and foreign dangers in
the 14th century. Protagonists such
as John VI Cantacuzenus (1341-
1354) and Nicephoras Gregoras
(Byzantine scholar and statesman)
supported their respective points
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of view in lively and lengthy literary
works.

Byzantium left an extensive and
varicd literature. Most of it is in a
language somewhat artificially
modeled on Attic Greek; much, es-
[:ecially letters and sFeeches, isina

ighly rhetorical style. In some lit-
erary fields the Byzantine excelled.
Some of the finest Byzantine poetry
was either liturgical or concerned
with Christian spirituality and this
was not in classical metre. Insepa-
rably attached to liturgical poetry
was church music, where Byzantine
achievements, only deciphered in
the 20th century, can hold their own
with comparable medieval western
masterpieces.

Throughout the Middle Ages,
Byzantium influenced and con-
ferred benefits upon its neighbors
in varying degrees and, in certain
respects, that influence and indebt-
edness still continues.

Another source of influence
was art and architecture, both
through the smaller objects such as
ivory reliquaries, fine textiles and
illustrated manuscripts which trav-
eled as gilts to princely courts and
as merchandise, and through the
craftsmen trained in Byzantine ate-
liers who went to work in south Italy
or Sicily or the Balkans.

The Byzantine state itself, with
its imperial and administrative tra-
ditions, impressed contemporar-
ies —not only the travelers from all

arts who were continuously pass-
ing through the capital—but par-
ticularly those Slavs who in the
course of the Middle Ages learned
how to build up their kingdoms in
the Balkans and further afield in
Russia. They profited by contact
with the living im eriar regime,
from translations of its legal codes
(also widely influential in Latin Eu-
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ropean contries), from marriage al-
liances which brought Greeks into
their family and court circles, and
above all the church. Greek mis-
sionaries and then Greek ecclesias-
tics spread the Byzantine
conception of a Christian polity
with its close relationship between
church and state.

The Byzantine Empire, in the
Middle Ages, performed a further
duty: it acted as a bulwark against
the Muslim upsurge which threat-
ened Greco-Roman civilization.
When Constantinople finally fell to
the Ottomans, the western Euro-
pean kingdoms were strong enough
to resist the advance of Islam in a
way which might not have been pos-
sible earlier.

Although the Balkan kingdoms
and the Greek lands of the empire
were for several centuries under
Ottoman control, both Slav and
Hellenic national consciousnesses
were strong enough to surivive to-
gether with the Orthodox Church.

9th Northwest Regional
(continued)

three Kts. Comps. in attendance
from Montana; an invitation to par-
ticipate in the conferral of the Or-
ders was extended to them should
they wish to do so sometime in the
future.

It was noted that a good friend and
Companion of the Northwest As-
sembly from Canada, Kingsley
Crick, G.C.C,, Past Grand Sover-
eign of Canada, from British Co-
lumbia, had lost his wife and for the
first time in years was unable to be
with us, and we extend to Kingsley
our deepest sympathy. There being

no further business, the session was
closed.

A College of Viceroys was then
opened for the Consecration of six
in the College. The Order was well
done and the acting Prelate, Kent
W. Gist, surprised and pleased
those in attendance by singing his
part. Sovereign James C. Herndon
of St. Charles Conclave in Poca-
tello, Idaho assisted St. Michael.

Al 5:30 p.m. the Kts. Comps.
and their ladies assembled for an
hour of socialiability where they
found an inscribed %iﬂ commemo-
rating this Assembly of 1994. At
6:30 p.m., Master of Ceremonies
David H. Volkman called on the
Sovereign of St. Michael Conclave
who hag all join hands as we sang
the Doxology in unison.

The 103 Kts. Comps. and their
ladies were then served a delicious

rime-rib dinner. At 7:30 the Rich-
and International Folk Dancers
entertained those assembled with
authentic folk dances of central
Europe; they were as lively and gay
as their costumes were colorful. In-
troductions were made of all Sover-
eigns and Intendants General in
attendance.

Our Grand Almoner offered
his comments on the day and his
visit with us. Kt. Comp. Dull then
presented Certificates of Achieve-
ment to those who had received
Orders during the day. The Kits.
Comps. were then upstanding as
the Master of Ceremonies pro-
posed a toast to the Kts. Comps. of
Oregon and their Intendant Gen-
eral who were not permitted to par-
ticipate. The second toast was to
our good fellowship, good health,
and tosafe journeys to their respec-
tive homes.
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