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From the Grand East

Knights Companions:

The first half of the Constantinian Year has been
a most inspiring and enjoyable experience for me. As
[ have represented you and the United Grand Imperial
Council throughout the United States and at the Grand
Imperial Conclave in Canada, it has been my privilege
to greet many old friends and meet many new friends
among our distinguished membership.

The meetings | have visited included a very
appropriate celebration of the 125th Anniversary of
United States Premier Conclave in Pittsburgh, which
also observed the introduction of Constantinian
Masonry in America. Other visitations include the
Annual Assembly of the Grand Imperial Conclave of
Canada, the Annual Sessions of the Supreme Councils
for both the Northern and Southern Jurisdictions of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, all of the
Regional and Divisional Assemblies, and assemblies
of a number of Conclaves. In each case the hospitality
has been outstanding, and I have been received with
dignity and the respect due the presiding officer of
this great Masonic Order.

- I am looking forward to many more delightful
experiences including the celebration of the 125th
Anniversary of four more Conclaves: Orient in
Bloomsburg, Mary in Allentown, Trinity in
Harrisburg, and Philadelphia Conclave in
Philadelphia, all in Pennsylvania - "where it all
began". 1 will also be privileged to attend the
meetings of a number of other bodies and 1 look
forward to visiting with many more Knights
Companions and their ladies as the year progresses.

Throughout my travels [ have stressed the
Purposes of our great Order and the importance of
Masonic unity and support of Symbolic Masonry. [
have been most impressed by the active participation
in our Order of so many Grand Masters and leaders of
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other national and state bodies. Their activity in the
Red Cross of Constantine is evidence of their high
regard in which our Order is held, and, more
importantly, indicates that we are contributing to the
welfare of the whole Masonic Family.

As June approaches, Shirley and I hope to greet
you and your lady at the 124th Annual Assembly in
Harrisburg. Planning is complete, and I assure you
that the meeting will include all the traditional
features with some innovations and a number of
surprises added. "Come to Pennsylvania....where it all
began." We are sure you will have a great time!

William E. Yeager, K. G. C.
Grand Sovereign

In Memoriam
Alvin Louis Crump, K. G. C.

Alvin L. Crump was born
on February. 17, 1904 in
Winnemac, Indiana, the
eldest of ten children of
Robert L. and Rose
Crump. He was educated
in Culver, Indiana and
cio mypleitieds hon g
Engineering education in
Ohio. For twenty years,
he was employed by the
Powers Regulator
Company and was closely
associated with the design
and development of the
facilities for the atomic
energy work carried on under the stadium at the University
of Chicago during World War II. He retired in 1946 as
Manager of Construction and Sales. He then established the
A. L. Crump Company. This company conducted business




on a national and international scope and was primarily
connected with the Atomic Energy Commission, Ordinance
Department, Utilities, Chemical Plants, Refineries and
Packing Industries.

He was united in marriage to Mildred Louise Heilman of
Tiffin, Ohio on March 29, 1929. This union was blessed
with two daughters, Constance M. Rammer and Carol Lynn
Haanio.

He was Raised a Master Mason in Evans Lodge No. 524,
A. F. & A. M., Evanston, Illinois. Served as Worshipful
Master 1946. He was Exalted a Royal Arch Mason in
Evanston Chapter No. 144, R. A. M. Served as High Priest
1955. He was Greeted Royal and Select Master in Augustus
N. Gage Council No. 124 R. & S. M., and served as Thrice
[ustrious Master in 1953. He was knighted in Evanston
Commandery No. 58, K. T. and served as Eminent
Commander in 1954.

He was elected Grand Commander of the Grand
Commandery of Illinois in 1962. Appointed North Central
Department Commander of the Grand Encampment of the
U. S. A. and served from 1967 - 1970.

Member and Past Preceptor of Simon Peter Tabernacle No.
XXII, Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests. Elected
Grand Preceptor of the Grand College in 1977.

Elected to Illinois No. 11, Knight of the York Cross of
Honour, served as Eminent Prior in 1960, and served the
Convent General, Knights of the York Cross of Honour of
the U. S. A., Canada, Mexico and the Philippines as its
Most Eminent Grand Master General.

Member of St. John's Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine,
Chicago, lllinois, and served as Sovereign in 1961. Elected
Member of the Grand College of Sovereigns, 1960.
Created a Knight Grand Cross and Honorary Most
Illustrious Past Grand Sovereign in 1981, served as Grand
Treasurer from 1974 to 1995 and created Treasurer
Emeritus in 1995.

Member of Bienfaisants de la Cite Sainte and Past Great
Prior.

Life Member of the Scottish Rites Bodies, Valley of
Chicago and Coroneted a 33° in 1970.

Life Member of Medinah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.
DeMolay - Honorary Legion of Honor.
Grand College of Rites of the U.S.A., Washington, D.C.

Grand Masters Council No. A of the Allied Masonic
Degrees of the U.S.A., Washington, D.C.

Irin Grotto, Pekin, Ill.; Royal Order of Scotland; Royal
Order of Jesters; Grand Council of Knight Masons, Dublin,

[

Ireland; Philalethes Society; Royal Order of Cork; Order of
the Eastern Star; Bethsaida Shrine. Honorary Member -
Grand Assembly, Order of Rainbow for Girls.

A Memorial Service was conducted at the Scottish Rite
Cathedral in Chicago, Illinois on January 13, 1996.

Thomas E. Weir

Thomas E. Weir was
born on April 6, 1992 in
Washington, NC, the son
of B. Frank and
Katherine Weir.

Knight Companion Weir
was educated in the
schools of Salem,
Virginia and earned a
Baccalaureate  Degree
from the University of
South Carolina, a
Bachelor of Divinity
Degree from Emory
University and a Ph.D.
from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland.

The Reverend Doctor Weir was a retired Naval Chaplain
and a Methodist Minister. At the time of his death he was
the Director of Hospital Visitation with the Masonic
Service Association.

Brother Weir was Raised in the Lodge of St. Andrew No.
282 of Scotland. He served the Grand Lodges of Virginia,
Maryland and District of Columbia as a Grand Chaplain or
Assistant Grand Chaplain.

His Capitular Masonry was also conferred in Scotland. He
was the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Maryland. His Cryptic Degrees
were received in Scotland. He served the Grand Council of
the District of Columbia as a Grand Officer.

His Chivalric Orders were also received in Scotland. He
served the Grand Commandery of Maryland as its Grand
Commander and at the time of his death he was the Grand
Prelate of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of
the United States of America.

He was a member of St. Cyprian Conclave and served as
Sovereign of that Conclave in 1989-90. He has served the
United Grand Imperial Council as a Grand Chaplain and as
the Grand High Prelate. At the time of his death he was a
Grand Chaplain.

Knight Companion Weir was married to Rebekah Turner
and they were the parents of two sons, Thomas E. Weir, Jr.
and Charles W. Weir.

The Byzantium



Our beloved Brother was accorded the last rites with the
usual ceremonies of the Craft. The mortal remains of our

Brother were interred with full military honors at
Arlington National Ceremony.

1996 Western Regional

San Diego - California

The Knights Companions of California South will, under
the leadership of our Intendant General Knight Companion
Phillip F. Hofer, host the 1996 Western Regional Assembly
of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine on the weekend
of July 26-27 at the beautiful Lake San Marcos Resort in
northern San Diego County. The venue is on the shores of
a small lake and features a campus like atmosphere, a
championship golf course which is meticulously maintained,
as well as a shorter executive course.

The weekends's events will begin on Friday when most will
arrive. The hospitality room will be open beginning at noon
and the evening will feature an informal dinner at the
adjoining country club. We will have an outdoor grill with
beef, fish and chicken, with the remainder of the meal
served from a buffet. The accent will be casual with the
opportunity to greet old friends and make new ones.

On Saturday all of the Orders will be conferred in the
Conference Center which we will have all to ourselves. We
will begin with the Order of the Red Cross at 9:00 a.m. and

will complete the Order of the Holy Sepulchre and the
Order of St John the Evangelist prior to lunch. After lunch
we will confer the Coliege of Viceroys and the Senate of
Sovereigns. There will be a ladies program planned for
Saturday which will feature a couple of options in addition
to relaxing on the lake shore or by the pool.

Saturday evening will feature the traditional formal banquet
with a fine meal and entertainment.

Additional details on the 1996 Western Regional have been
sent to all Knights Companions of Arizona, California,
Nevada, New Mexico and Utah, and a second mailing will
go out in February with reservation forms and meal
choices. Knights Companions from other states are more
than welcome to join us for this weekend and may request
further information from the Secretary of San Diego
Conclave at 11073 Plum Tree Lane, Spring Valley CA
91977-7047. Or call (619) 461-5724

Frederick G. Kleyn

Eleventh Annual
Northwest Regional Assembly

March 15 -16, 1996
Best Western - Tower Inn
1515 George Washington Way
Richland, Washington

Knights Companions, reserve these dates for the 1lth
Annual Northwest Regional Assembly and share this
information with the Knights Companions of your
Conclave.

Registration will be from 2:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. Friday,
March 15, 1996. From 5:30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. there will
be a Pool Side Reception for our Grand Officers, and a
Wine and Cheese Tasting. This will be followed by an
Informal Banquet at 6:30 P.M.

Saturday March 16th will start with Registration from 8:00
AM. - 9:00 AM. Promptly at 9:00 A.M. St. Patrick
Conclave, Lewiston ID will open. The Ceremony of
Installation of Knights Companions of the Red Cross will
be exemplified by St. Michael Conclave, Spokane, WA.
There will be a break before St. Alban Conclave of Seattle,
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WA, exemplifies the Appendant Order of Knights of the
Holy Sepulchre, and St. Olav Conclave of Montesano, WA,
that of St. John the Evangelist at 10:15 A.M. There will be
a Pool Side Luncheon for the Knights Companions and
their ladies at 12:30 P.M. At 1:45 P.M. we will resume
with a short Business meeting. At 2:30 P.M. St. Michael
Conclave, of Boise, ID and St. Charles Conclave, of
Pocatello, ID will exemplify the College of Viceroys,
followed by the Senate of Sovereigns exemplified by St.
Patrick Conclave of Lewiston, ID at 3:30 P.M. The Formal
Banquet at 6:30 P.M. will be preceded by a No-Host Social
hour at 5:30 P.M. We have some special entertainment
planned for Saturday evening, you may wish you had a
camera. Recommended dress for Friday, business suit and
jewel, Saturday, Black Tie.

From 9:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. there will be a Hospitality



Room open for all of the ladies.

Registration for both days, reception, luncheon and both
banquets (2) is $60.00 per person. It is requested
reservations be sent in as soon as possible but no later than
February 26, 1996. To David H. Volkman, N.W. Regional
Assembly RCC. 2505 9th Ave. Lewiston, ID 83501-3459
We have had excellent cooperation from the Tower Inn in
their offering Room Rates of $48.61 Tax inclusive for all
reservations received by February 15, 1996. Request
"Special RCC Rate". Reservations may be made by calling
either 1-800-635-3980 toll free or Direct 1-509-946-4121.

We are advised Knight Companion William E. Yeager, Jr.,
K. G. C., our Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign, Knight

124th Annual Assembly Preview

Companion Ned E. Dull, K. G. C. Rt. Illustrious Grand
Recorder, Stanton T. Brown our Rt. Illustrious Grand
Viceroy, and his lady Johnnie will all favor us with their
attendance. We also believe we will have Knights
Companions and their ladies from more than ten Divisions
and Canada.

An Assembly such as this gives us all the opportunity to
see work exemplified by different Conclaves, and enjoy the
friendship, and company of those not seen in some time.
Additionally it provides an opportunity for Knights
Companions unable to attend an Imperial Assembly to meet
and greet some of our Grand Officers.

David H. Volkman, I. G. - Division of Idaho

Legislation to be Considered at Upcoming U. G. I. C. Session

Article X, Section 1 of the Constitution, dealing with
terms and term limits for Intendants General and
creating the office of Past Intendant General.

Would limit the term of Intendants General to ten
years maximum. Would not apply to Intendants
General now in office.

Article X, Section 1 of the Constitution to allow
appointment of Intendants General at Large who are
members of the Red Cross, but not Past Sovereigns.

Article VI of the Constitution dealing with
Committees by adding Section 6 providing term limits
for Committee Chairmen.

Would limit the term of Committee Chairmen to ten
years. Would not apply to present Committee
Chairmen.

Amend Article I, Section 6 of the Constitution dealing
with prerequisites for Knight Commanders of
Constantine.

Would not allow concurrent office of Intendant
General and Committee Chairman to count for two
years.

Amend Section 6 (e) (3a) of Standing Regulations to
allow for the creation of a jewel for Past Intendant
General.

Schedule of Upcoming Regional and Divisional Assemblies
it T i R A P e e L e B T L S S T e b T L e T i e L R W N R i B b e e e Rt

DATE

BODY / REGION SITE

March 15-16, 1996

June 6-9, 1996

July 27, 1996

August 2-3, 1996

August 16-17, 1996

August 20-21, 1996

August 23-24, 1996

October 19, 1996

October 31-November 3, 1996

Northwest Regional
Annual Assembly
Southwest Regional
Missouri Divisional
Oklahoma Divisional
Grand Council of Canada
Nebraska Divisional
Great Lakes Regional
Eastern Regional

Richmond, WA
Harrisburg, PA
San Diego, CA
Columbia, MO

London, ONT

White Haven, PA

| e R e S e e e e e T S e T S P e e pe e e e g SR, | |
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United Grand Imperial Council
Red Cross of Constantine

HARRISBURG HILTON
ANDE 57 s

Harrisburg, PA

Knight Companion

WILLIAM E. YEAGER. JR.

Grand Sovereign

RegISIFatIon - s e sl st i b o s s & 0o 5556 S0 s S e AR S re b 12:00 noon - 6:00 p. m.
Sightseeing - Individual Arrangements . . ... .. ... ... ... ... 12:00 noon - 5:00 p. m.
Hospitality Room Open .. ... .. .. 12:00 noon - 5:00 p. m.
Grande Welcome Reception . . . .. ... . ... . . .. ... 6:00 p. m. - 7:30 p. m.
Friday - June 7, 1996
REGISTEIONIE. v . g Pt o U L A A T 1 2y L SO e St 8:00a. m. -5:00 p. m
Recorders and Intendants General Seminar (All Knights Companions are invited) . ... 8:00 a. m. - 10:00 a. m.
OPENING SESSION - United Grand Imperial Council . . . ... ... ... . ... .. .. .. .. .. . ...... 10.00 a. m
Ladies” Lunchean Tour departs for HErshey, . . « s cooic v s v wmwm av @ mvs sw s o s oes s i s g 11:00 a. m
Knights Companions LUNChEON . . . .. . .. e e noon
General Session - United Grand Imperial Council . . ... ... ... ... ........... 1:30 p. m. - 5:00 p. m
Na HestSeaial HOUR v o g w0 s s & % 5 5o 2 98 5 000 4 % 8 % 5 505 0.0 5 5 5508 0 5 55 0900 0 3 900 & 8 90 6:30 p. m.
PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH DINNER . . . . . . 7:30 p. m
Saturday - June 8, 1996
GENERAL SESSION - Election - United Grand Imperial Council . .. ........ ... ............ 8:00a. m
MEMORIAL SERVICE & INSTALLATION (Ladies are invitedto attend) . .. ... ... .. .. ... .. .. 9:00a. m
BRGNS s D N b s e s g sl s s vl eI L oy o s P 10:30 a. m
Buses.leaveitor GettyshrgiloU R mm s & dim s vt s b s artmts b pasns & mi b » 5 ioss S S e noon
NokestESocIalHOMR —. . . e Pl faaet ok WD B O b ties Bl S L el o SRRt ws et 6:30 p. m
FORMAL BANQUET (Formal Dress - White Jackets Preferred) . ... ........ ... ... .. ....... 7:30 p. m
Sunday - June 9, 1996
WORSHIP-SERVIGE . = o . tew s ok e sos v T8 0m bv § 0075 65 v 4 i 500 5 il a5 % % e oo 4 wi6rs o 10:00 a. m.

The Byzantium

tn



Registration

124th Annual Assembly
United Grand Imperial Council - Red Cross of Constantine

JUNE 6-9, 1996
HARRISBURG HILTON and TOWERS
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

PLEASE MAIL BOTH PARTS OF THIS FORM TO:
Donald J. Redlich
48 Kensington Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Name: Lady's Name:

(Please Type or Print)
Address:

(Street or Box No.)
(City) (State) (Zip Code)

Home phone: ( ) Business phone: ( )
Name of Conclave and Location:
Check if you are: Sovereign () Viceroy { ) Past Sovereign ()
How will you arrive? Car( ) Air ()
Registration fee enclosed: § . (5160.00 per person prior to 3/1/96 - $180.00 per person after 3/1/96)

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO 124th ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION - MAY 6, 1996

HARRISBURG HILTON anD Howesns Bed @ropss of Constantine June 6-9, 1996
NAME(S): -GROUP RATES-
$87.00 Single $87.00 Double
ADDRESS: $97.00 Triple $97.00 Quad
$10.00 Extra Adult $10.00 Cot
CITY & STATE: Cribs are free. Children occupying a room with parents are free.
ARRIVAL DATE: DEPARTURE DATE: -CREDIT CARD INFORMATION-
O AMEX [0 CARTE BLANCHE [0 DINERS
TELEPHONE #: ( ) [] DISCOVER [0 MASTERCARD [J HILTON
] VISA
TYPE OF ACCOMMODATIONS: [] 1 BED [] 2 BEDS # PERSONS: CARD #:
EXPIRES:
SPECIAL REQUESTS: SIGNATURE:

All reservations must be accompanied by a credit card guarantee or a deposit of one night in advance.

” Rooms may not be available for occupancy until 3:00 PM on the day of arrival. Check out time is 12 noon.

Parlors and suites are subject to availability. Please call the hotel directly for reservations.

If your reservation is not received by May 6, 1996, availability cannot be guaranteed as the block is released for public sale,
The dates blocked for your group are indicated above, any variation is subject to availability.

If a room is not available at the rate requested, you will be assigned the nearest available rate.

Special requests are accepted subject to availability and cannot be guaranteed.

HOTEL USE: DATE REC'D RESV.# DEPOSIT
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Come to Pennsylvania . . . where it all began!

The United Grand Imperial Council will celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the Red Cross of Constantine in
America at the 124th Annual Assembly to be held in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, June 6th through the 9th, 1996.

It is appropriate that this session be held in the Keystone State. It was in Pennsylvania that the first five Conclaves
in the United States were constituted between December 14, 1870 and May 30, 1871.

All Knights Companions and their ladies are welcome and encouraged to attend. While only Sovereigns, Viceroys
and Past Sovereigns are entitled to vote, all members of the Order are urged to attend the meetings as well as the
social events of the assembly.

To properly observe this important anniversary, plans include the traditional events of an annual assembly, with
several innovations and a few surprises added for your pleasure.

Throughout the Assembly, a Hospitality Room will be open to afford the Knights Companions and their ladies
an ample opportunity to meet and enjoy the fellowship of members from throughout the United States and Canada.

The social program will begin with the Grande Welcome Reception and Buffet on Thursday evening. You will
enjoy the unique entertainment.

On Friday, while the Knights Companions attend the seminar for Recorders and Intendant Generals and the
General Sessions of the United Grand Imperial Council, the ladies will journey to Hershey where they will visit
the beautiful Hershey Gardens, Founder’s Hall at the Milton Hershey School, and enjoy luncheon at the gracious
Hershey Hotel.

Friday evening will feature a Pennsylvania Dutch Dinner for the Knights Companions and the ladies with
traditional Pennsylvania Dutch foods and motif,

After a brief general session for the election of officers Saturday morning, the ladies well be invited to join their
husbands at the Mernorial Service and the Installation of Officers to serve in 1996-97.

Brunch for the Knights Companions and their ladies will be served at 10:30 A.M., and buses will leave at noon
for a guided tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield and a visit to the famous Masonic "Friend to Friend" Monument
donated to the National Cemetery by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

Everyone will return from the tour to enjoy the Social Hour and Traditional Formal Banquet, to be followed by
outstanding entertainment.

A Worship Service will be held at 10:00 A.M. Sunday morning for those whose travel plans enable them to attend.

The Registration Fee is $160.00 per person prior to March 1, 1996, and $180.00 after that date. The fee includes
the Grande Welcome Reception on Thursday; Men’s Luncheon or Ladies Luncheon and Tour, and the
Pennsylvania Dutch Dinner on Friday; Brunch, Gettysburg Tour, and Traditional Banquet on Saturday; and a
souvenir gift.

A detailed schedule is included in the issue of the Byzantium along with a registration form for the Assembly and
Hotel Accommodations. Both parts should be mailed to Knight Companion Donald J. Redlich with your check.

The Committee has been working on the arrangements for this Annual Assembly for six years and promises a

meeting that you will find both enjoyable and inspirational. "Come to Pennsylvania - where it all began." You will
be glad you did!
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Red Cross of Constantine
P. O. Box 5716
Springfield, IL 62705-5716

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

FREDERTCK KL
11673 FLUM -
SFRING VALLEY
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The Byzantium

is published twice yearly by the United Grand Imperial
Council, Red Cross of Constantine. Address: Scottish
Rite Cathedral; 420 S. 6th St.; Springfield, IL 62701
or P. 0. Box 5716; Springfield, IL 62705. Postmaster:
send address changes to the P. 0. Box address.

United Grand Imperial Council

William F. Yeager, K. G.C. .. ... .. Grand Sovereign
Kenneth G.Hope ............000neunen. Editor
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U.S. Premier Conclave

Orient Conclave

Mary Conclave

Trinity Conclave

Philadelphia Conclave

g 9%

The First Five Conclaves

December 14, 1870
February 16, 1871
February 16, 1871

February 16, 1871

May 30, 1871




