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Knight Companion Thomas C. Yantis, K.G.C.

Knights Companions:

Almost two-thirds of my term as Grand
Sovereign has passed, yet it seems like less than half
that much. Even so, these past few months have been
crowded with visits, meetings and activities inall parts
of this great land. What a privilege and honor it has
been to represent our United Grand Imperial Council
of the Red Cross of Constantine at these gatherings!
In the August issue I reported on my July visit to
Vermont and the inclusion of that State as a new
Division of our United Grand Imperial Council. Just
prior to going to Vermont I attended the sessions of
the Imperial Shrine in St. Louis, and following
Vermont I attended the Southwest Regional Assembly
in Reno, Nevada. All these events took place in July.
In August I was a distinguished guest at the York Rite
Sovereign College Assembly in Denver and the Grand

Encampment of Knights Templar of the U.S.A. in St
Louis. Immediately afterward, I attended the
Oklahoma Divisional or Triad in McAlester,
Oklahoma. August was climaxed by being a guest,
and royally treated, at the Grand Imperial Conclave of
Canada in Winnipeg, one of the highlights of my year
thus far.

Another most memorable experience was
attendance at the Northern Jurisdiction of the Scottish
Rite in Grand Rapids, Michigan in September where
I was received as a Distinguished Guest and afforded
numerous courtesies. [ am extremely proud to
remind our readers that the Sovereign Grand
Commander of that body, Illustrious Robert O.
Ralston, is one of our three Intendants General At
Large. October involved being similarly honored by
the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite in
Washington, DC and even more courtesies and
accommodations. Sovereign Grand Commander C.
Fred Kleinknecht is also a member of our Order.
While in Washington, I attended the Royal Order of
Scotland, during which session another of our
Intendants General At Large, Marvin E. Fowler,
retired as the Provincial Grand Master of that body
after many years of service in that capacity.

November included a delightful weekend in
White Haven, Pennsylvania for the Eastern Regional
Assembly, always ably planned and executed under
the capable supervision of Past Grand Sovereign
William E. Yeager, Jr., K.G.C. This, I believe, is the
oldest Regional Assembly in our Imperial Council.

December was filled with attendance at my own
Grand Lodge of Texas, plus meetings of my home
Conclave, St. Timothy Conclave in Ft. Worth and
Nazareth Tabernacle XXXIV, Holy Royal Arch Knight
Templar Priests in San Angelo.



In February, I visited the Masonic week activities
in Washington, DC and the Conference of Grand
Masters in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In March I
visited the Northwest Regional Assemblyin Richland,
Washington, and also my own St. Timothy Concave in
Fort Worth which held its conferral and traditional
banquet.  April will include another visit to
Washington, DC being invited by the Grand
Encampment of Knights Templar to participate in the
annual Easter Service at the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia.
This weekend also includes a breakfast sponsored by
St. Simeon Stylites Conclave. April will be concluded
by attendance at the Grand Commandery of Knights
Templar of Texas in San Angelo, and May will bring a
visit to crusader Conclave in Amarillo, Texas.

As one can see from the above, it has been a
busy, but most rewarding year, and these are merely
the highlights. Ithas been a wonderful year and I trust
I have SERVED you well. My lady, Muft, has been
with me on all but one or two of these occasions and
has made us many friends. I would not want to
undertake such a calling withouther. Our travelshave
been most enjoyable, making new friends and
renewing older relationships. Conflicts prevented
attendance at some events, but one can see there were
very few open times, and we do have some non-
Masonic duties.

At this point, I want to express my concern for
Past Grand Sovereign and Grand Treasurer Sam E.
Hilburn, and ask for your prayers for his continued
healing and recovery. He and Millie were involved in
a serious automobile accident on November 21* and
as this is being written, Brother Sam is still in the ICU
at Scott and White Hospital in Temple, Texas. Millie
was not seriously injured and was only in the hospital
about a week. They were with us on many of the trips
and visitations throughout this past year and were a
great support to me. We have sorely missed them
since November and pray he will soon be restored to
good health and be able to attend some of our
activities remaining this year. God Bless you both!

The plans for the Annual Assembly in Fort
Worth, Texas, June 4-7 this year are nearing
completion, with Intendant General Richard T. Porter
serving as General Chairman. It will be held in the
Worthington Hotel in Fort Worth, so mark your
calendars and plan to be with us. A registration form
and further information is elsewhere in this issue and

you are urged to send in your registration form and
fee early. A limited number of rooms have been
blocked out at a special rate and only so many tickets
are available for the dinners and entertainments, so
don’t be left out. An interesting and varied program
is being planned and we hope to have a record
attendance. Allfourteen Conclaves in Texas join with
St. Timothy in working to make this one of the best
Annual Assemblies since we met there in 1984 with
KC Sam E. Hilburn, K.G.C. as Grand Sovereign.
Activities begin with a reception on Thursdayevening,
June 4", and conclude with a worship service Sunday
morning, June 7. A Western Barbecue and
entertainment is scheduled for Friday evening at the
Masonic Temple and the formal banquet at the hotel
on Saturday night. After the Memorial Service and
Officer Installation on Saturday morning, there will be
a joint luncheon for both men and ladies at the hotel,
followed by a matinee performance of “Annie Get
Your Gun” at Casa Mafiana. Also, while the men have
their business meetings and luncheon on Friday, the
ladies will be bussed to Dallas for a visit and luncheon
at the Scottish Rite Hospital and shopping. They will
return in time for the barbecue at the Masonic
Temple.

All in all, a great weekend is planned and we
look for a large turnout from the fourteen Texas
Conclaves to host the representatives from the rest of
the United States, Mexico and the Philippines. Your
registration fee covers all of the meals, banquets and
entertainment, in addition to a registration gift for
each Knight Companion and lady. We think you will
be pleased with them. Muff and I look forward to
seeing each of you in Fort Worth!

Ithasbeenagreathonorand pleasure to SERVE
this Grand Council in 1997-98. Thank all of you for
your many courtesies throughout the year.

Sincerely yours

In Faith, Unity and Zeal
Thomas C. Yantis, K.G.C.
Grand Sovereign
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UGIC Supports GWMNM
Knight Companion Thomas C. Yantis, K.G.C. Grand
Sovereign congratulates Knight Companion Edgar N.
Peppler, President of the George Washington Masonic
National Memorial Association and presents the annual
contribution of the United Grand Imperial Council of
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant
Orders to the operation and maintenance of the Memorial.

Presentations to the George Washington Masonic National Memorial
Shown above, with our Grand Sovereign and President Peppler, are Knights Companions Thurman C. Pace, Jr., K.G.C.,
Stanton T. Brown, K.G.C. and Donald A. King, who also make contributions to the Memorial. These presentations were made
during our Annual Dinner-Discussion Meeting with our national Masonic leaders held in conjunction with the Conference
of Grand Masters of Masons in North America on February 22, 1998 in Philadelphia

The Byzantium 4/98 3



The Byzantium

is the official publication of the United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant
Orders for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines. It is published twice yearly, nominally on
March 1" and August 1* of each year. Its purpose is to inform the members of the Order on the activities of the
United Grand Imperial Council at its Annual Assemblyheld each June, and on the activities of the several regions,
divisions and Conclaves.

Contribution of material, including text and photographs, is earnestly solicited from all corners of the Order.
Send proposed material to the Editor: Frederick G. Kleyn at 11073 Plum Tree Ln, Spring Valley CA 91977-7047,
telephone (619) 461-5724, Fax (619) 461-9371. E-mail: FKleyn @msn.com

We would like to have articles on any unusual activities of a Conclave, and on all divisional and regional
assemblies. Photographs are most welcome and should, if possible, be black and white glossy prints and should
be captioned completely as to the identity of the subjects of the photograph, its date, location, the activity it
represents, etc.

Submissions should be in the hands of the editor notlater than the middle of February for the March 1*issue, and
notlater than the middle of July for the August 1% issue. If you have something you’dlike to have in an issue, and
you are going to be close to the deadline (or a few days after the deadline) please contact the editor well prior to
the deadline to arrange for alate submission. He will work to accommodate your needs, but the need for prompt
delivery to the printer must take precedence over all other considerations.

SCHEDULE OF REGIONAL AND DIVISIONAL ASSEMBLIES

July 17-18, 1998 Southwest Regional | Salt Lake City, UT Curtis N. Lancaster

July 25, 1998 Indiana Divisional Franklin, IN Robert E. Price

August 7-8, 1998 Missouri Regional Joplin, MO Stanton T. Brown, K.G.C.

August 14-15, 1998 | Oklahoma Divisional | Tulsa, OK Charles L. Stuckey

August 21-23, 1998 | Nebraska Divisional | Grand Island, NE Donald R. Swanson, K.C.C.

August 29, 1998 Wisconsin Divisional | Green Bay, WI Thomas K. Rosenow

October 24, 1998 Ohio Divisional New Philadelphia, OH | Ronald H. McDonnell, Jr.

Oct 30-Nov 1, 1998 | Eastern Regional Grantsville, PA William E. Yeager, Jr., K.G.C.
This schedule is updated each issue to show all known divisional/regional assemblies
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126" Annual Assembly
United Grand Imperial Council
Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders

Program

Thursday, June 4, 1998
12:00 pm= 500 PpM .. ov v vwniia s i Registration
Grand Ballroom Foyer
.............. Hospitality Room
Burr Oak Room
Grand Welcome
Brazos Section Ballroom

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Friday, June 5, 1998
8:00 2~ 5I00IPMY 35 v vaietig 55w 8 6 4 Registration
Grand Ballroom Foyer

8:30 am .. Recorders & Intendants Generals Seminar
Brazos Section Ballroom
00 =] s e A S General Session
Brazos Section Ballroom
SAGTANT § i - ERpaE b ABLUTEG s O T Busses Load

Ladies Luncheon & Shopping Tour, Galleria Mall

12:00pm .......... Knights Companions Luncheon
Pecos Section Ballroom
T3Pl e et I e 8 5 L General Session

Brazos Section Ballroom
Busses Load & Depart
Enroute Masonic Temple

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

B:00 = 00PN, i = o 5o ses et Dinner & Entertainment
Masonic Temple, Grand Ballroom

Saturday, June 6, 1998
GHO0AMY & covmam v 5 2.5 8 8 5 st General Session
Brazos Section Ballroom
10:30:am, .o s 2 Memorial Service & Installation

(Ladies Invited) Brazos Section, Ballroom

T9:30°8M cceisnnie o s 6 5 0 5 s & w Joint Luncheon
Pecos Section, Ballroom
1:00 pm Busses Load for Casa Marfana Playhouse
(Play Starts at 2:00 pm)
B:00PIA - 2 suminris 25 85 85 0 SemEE S 8 ¥ 4 Social Hour
Grand Ballroom - Foyer
FOOBI . b5 sammmn s auy s 05 s Sewm s 5 Formal Banquet
Worthington Hotel, Grand Ballroom
White Dinner Jacket & Jewel Preferred

Sunday, June 7, 1998
9:00am ........... Worship Service, Trinity Central

Grand Recorder’s Office
Red Oak Room
Worthington Hotel

WORTHINGTON HOTEL = JUNE 4-7, 1998
RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE

Please call 1-800-433-5677 and make reservations
with the hotel direct.

If you prefer to mail your hotel reservation, cut out this
form, fill it out and mail directly to the hotel.
200 Main St, Ft Worth, TX 76102

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Arrival Date:

Departure Date:;

Telephone:

Type of Accommodations: [ 1bed [12 beds

Number of persons:

Sharing with:

Special Requests:

Rate: $106 for one or two persons, $10 per person,
per day, for more than two persons per room

Credit Card Information:

(dvisa [ Mastercard [ Discover

Card Number:

Expiration Date:

Signature

All reservations must be guaranteed with deposit or
credit card number.

All guaranteed reservations must be canceled 72 hours
prior to arrival in order to receive a refund or avoid
credit card billing. Reservations not guaranteed 7 days
prior to arrival will be canceled.

Only three rooms may be reserved under one name
and guaranteed with one credit card number.

Please note: Check-in time is 3:00 pm. Check-out
time is 12:00 noon.
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Books Available

The Grand Recorder’s Office has three booklets which would be
of interest to many of our Knights Companions.

SYMBOLS OF FAITH. This booklet was prepared by Knight
Companion and Reverend R. Bruce Brannon, Illustrious Grand
Chaplain of the United Grand Imperial Council, 1971-72. Itisan
illustrated booklet presenting 21 variations of the Christian Cross.
This booklet is available for $2.00, postpaid.

THE RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE AND APPENDANT
ORDERS. This bookelt is an historical sketch prepared by
Knight Companion Joseph S. Lewis, K.C.C., K.G.C. Knight
Companion Lewis traces the story of the Emperor Constantine
and his conversion. There is a short sketch of the United Grand
Imperial Council. This booklet is available for $1.50 postpaid.

HISTORICAL SKETCH. This booklet is an historical sketch
prepared by Knight Companion Herbert E. Duncan, Grand High
Prelate of the United Grand Imperial Council, 1971-72. Itis a
more complete history of our Order. KC Duncan gives the history
of Constantine and the founding of our Order. He then relates the
history of the Red Cross of Constantine in Europe, England and
finally its introduction into the United States. He completes his
historical sketch with a review of the first one hundred years of
the Red Cross of Constantine in the USA. This booklet is
available for $2.00 postpaid.

The Grand Recorder’s office also has back issues of most of the
Proceedings. You may request them from the Grand Recorders
Office at $2.00 to cover the costs of postage and handling.

You should visit the office of the Grand Recorder at the Annual
Assembly. Itwill be in the Red Oak Room. There will be a supply
of all of the forms and publications which are available from the
Grand Recorder. The Recorder of each Conclave also has an
order form for materials available from the Grand Recorder.

The Grand Recorder’s Office does NOT handle jewelry and/or
ritualistic materials used by the Conclaves.

Constitutions

If you have one of the new red covered, loose leaf versions of the
Book of Constitutions, please check the title page.

The current edition of the Book of Constitutions was issued in
1995. Since that issue date there have been amendments in both
1996 and 1997. In each of those years, the title page had the
statement: Amendments through June 1996, and subsequently
Amendments through June 1997.

If you do not have those amendments, please check with the
Recorder of your Conclave as he has them available. If that is not
the easiest way to go, contact the Office of the Grand Recorder and
we will supply those amendments. There is no charge for
amendments. New copies of the Book of Constitutions are
available from the Grand Recorder’s Office at $10.00 each,
postpaid.

The bottom of an up-to-date Book of Constitutions title page
should read:

Adopted February 18, 1958
with
Subsequent Amendments and Additions
through 1991
Amendments through June 1997

There are noamendments to the Constitution to be voted upon at
the Annual Assembly of 1998 and none have been proposed for
first reading at the 1998 Annual Assembly.

Red Cross of Constantine
Annual Breakfast

St. Columba Conclave of Cincinnati, Ohio, in conjunction with the
United Grand Imperial Council, will host the Annual Red Cross of
Constantine Breakfast at the 1998 Northern Jurisdiction Scottish
Rite Supreme Council Session on Tuesday, September 29, 1998 at
7:00 AM in Section A of the Regency Dining Room of the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Cincinnati.

This breakfast is an annual occurrence and is designated as
Members Only. There are usually some two hundred Knights
Companions who enjoy Constantinian fellowship. We enjoy
having the Grand Master of the host state and the Sovereign
Grand Commander of the Supreme Council break bread with us.

The committee in Ohio has arranged a very nice menu and the
price of the tickets will be $15.00. Tickets will be on sale near the
Supreme Council registration desk. Ifyou wouldlike to pre-order
tickets, send your check for $15.00 per person, payable to St.
Columba Conclave to:
Ronald H. McDonnell, Jr.
937 Pine Needles Dr
Dayton OH 45458
If you order tickets, they will be available for your pick up at the
session, at the same table where tickets will be sold, in the Scottish
Rite registration area.

Your officers would look forward to enjoying your company at
this Constantinian Breakfast on September 29",
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PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM TO: REGISTRATION
126™ Annual Assembly

Richard T. Porter United Grand Imperial Council, Red Cross of Constantine
PO Box 1320 June 4-7, 1998
WORTHINGTON HOTEL
Fort Worth, TX 76101-1320 200 Main St » Fort Worth TX 76102
(817) 335-6004 (800) 433-5677 « Fax (919) 999-9999

Name: Lady’'s Name:
Address:

City/State/Zip:

Home Phone: Business Phone:

Name & Location of Conclave:

Are you(check as appropriate). Sovereign Viceroy Past Sovereign

Office in other National Masonic Body:

How will you arrive? Car Air Registration fee enclosed: $

($175 per person)

If by air: Airline Flight No. Arrival Date Arrival Time am/pm

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO 126™ ANNUAL ASSEMBLY ¢ DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: MAY 7, 1998

I/We will attend the Grand Welcome Reception, Thursday evening, 4 June
| will attend the Knights Companions Luncheon on Friday, 5 June

My Lady will attend the Ladies Luncheon and Tour on Friday, 5 June

I/We will attend the dinner and entertainment on Friday evening, 5 June
I/We will attend the luncheon on Saturday, 6 June

1/We will attend the entertainment at Casa Mafiana Playhouse on Saturday afternoon, 6 June

| B R 8 Y O A 3 [ 0

I/We will attend the formal banquet on Saturday evening, 6 June
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