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The Grand Sovereign’'s Message

Knight Companion Joe R. Manning, Jr., KGC

We are not alone.

Travel back a hundred years in America, to any
town or city.

Any night. except Sunday, you would have seen
lighted windows down town, usually in the upper stories
of the buildings. Flickering shadows, cast by gaslight or
kerosene lamps, crossed and re-crossed the window shades
as men in colorful costumes engaged in rituals of their
secret societies.

There were hundreds.

The Masons were the largest, of course. But then
there were the Odd Fellows, the Improved Order of Red
Men, Knights of Pythias, Knights of Columbus, Knights
of Honor, Knights of Khorassan and the Knights of Labor.
There was the Society of Druids, the Improved Order of
the Temple, the Independent Order of Good Templars, the
Order of the Gordian Knot, the Order of the Iroquois, the

Order of Patrons of Husbandry, the Order of the Star-
Spangled Banner, the Sons of Honor, the Sons of Liberty,
the Sons of Malta, the Sons of Temperance, the Supreme
Tribe of Ben-Hur, the Modern Woodsmen of the World,
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, and many, many
more.

None of these were truly secret societies of course,
although they almost all used that title. A truly secret
society tries to hide the fact that it exists, and certainly
conceals the identity of its members. These "social"
secret societies appeared in parades, owned buildings
identified with signs for their meetings, and participated
in many public events from funerals to picnics.

Even though it was not that long ago, it is hard for
most of us, today, to realize just how important these
societies, especially Masonry, were in America at the
turn of the century. Consider this: in the early 1900s
nearly one of every four white males in America over the
age of 25 was a member of the Masons. That is a larger
percentage than belonged to any single denomination or
even political party. It was the largest organization in
America.

Today, of course, the vast majority of these
organizations are long gone - of interest only to
historians and sociologists.

Masonry has hung on - but that is about the best
we can say at the moment. If the same percentage of the
population of Oklahoma belonged to Masonry today as at
the turn of the Century, we would have more than
340,000 members in Oklahoma. That is ten times the
actual membership!

Since people do not join voluntary organizations
which do not meet their needs in some way, another way
to say the same thing is that at the turn of the Century, we
met the needs of one man in four. Now, we meet the
needs of one man in forty. We have become, in the
words of a recent article in Time Magazine, "...almost
quaint."

What happened?




It is popular in Masonic circles to say it is the fault
of the world. "Men just don’t believe in integrity
anymore. Movies and television keep them at home.
People are just to busy."

That is, at best, a cop-out.

Men have always been busy, and they have always
found time to do the things which meet their needs.
Television may keep the elderly in at night, but it doesn’t
keep the man in his thirties, forties or fifties in at night -
the television broadcaster and advertisers would give
much if it did - but the demographics just don’t show that.

No. Sometime in the forties and fifties, WE
STOPPED MEETING THE NEEDS OF MANY MEN.
We coasted for awhile, but the coast is over. We meet the
needs of the 5% of the Masonic population (probably
about 0.05% of the general population) which enjoys
memorizing and doing ritual, which is, now, almost the
exclusive activity of most Masonic Lodges.

We are not meeting the needs of 95% of our own
members, and 99.5% of the general population.

The needs have not changed. Masonry changed.
We oriented almost exclusively on ritual. As long as we
spent some time meeting other needs as well, men joined.
When we stopped....

What are some of the needs we used to meet (and
must meet again if we intend to live?)

1. Training in Leadership. I don’t mean formal
courses in "how to lead." What we used to offer was far
more effective than that. Young men learned leadership
by watching the community leaders, who were also Lodge
members, work. They learned how to appoint and manage
effective committees by being appointed to committees -
committees which actually had responsibilities and DID
things. They learned conflict resolution by watching
Lodge leaders resolve conflicts. The sharpest, most
skilled men in town led the Lodge. The young man
learned those skills and took his place as the leader of the
next generation. Only one who views Masonry today
through eyes undimmed by reality could claim we still
offer the same thing.

2. Business Connections. It is true that Masonry is
not to be used for business. It is also true that men knew
they could trust fellow Masons - not to give them a better
deal but to give them a fair and honest deal. Virtually all
the professions were represented in the Lodge.

3. Financial and Emotional Security for their
Families. Especially in a time before government "safety
nets." this was a critical consideration. A man knew, as a
fact, that his widow and orphans would not starve if he
were a Mason. That assurance is till important today.
Starvation is not a fear, but how much would it add to the
comfort of a young man if he knew past any question (as

he used to know) that if something happened to him, the
Lodge would watch over his family, offering guidance
when it was needed, being a substitute father to his
children. There are young men in Lodge today because
the Masons were simply "there" when he was growing
up, taking him to father-son games and banquets, and
being there when he needed someone to talk to.

4. Fellowship. National surveys still list this as the
top need of young men in the 35 to 45 age category. This
should be the need we are best equipped to handle. But
ask the painful question- if a man’s idea of fellowship is
NOT sitting in a Lodge school and being corrected,
sometimes with ridicule, if he steps off on the wrong
foot, just how much fellowship do we offer him in our
Lodges?

We have slipped quite a bit, but we can still recover
our balance. We can recapture what we had. It will not
be easy. We will have to fight not only the
disinformation of the anti-Masons and the almost
complete ignorance about Masonry of the general
population, we will have to fight those in the fraternity
who are perfectly willing to let Masonry die, so long as
it doesn’t change in their lifetimes. Unfortunately, our
window of opportunity is not as long as their lifetimes.

But we can do it. It just takes the commitment of
each of us that Masonry will live. That must be the goal.
If we are determined, it will meet the needs of young men
again, and if it does that, it will thrive

It if does not, we will be one with the Order of Red
Men and the Society of Druids. And we will deserve it.
Life belongs to those who choose to live.

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal
%ﬂ%ﬂ?aﬂ%td 19:'.

Joe R Manning, Jr., KGC
Grand Sovereign
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To All Knights Companions:

On behalf of our three Oklahoma Conclaves (Saint Luke, Saint Omer and Prince of Peace) and our
Intendant General, Knight Companion Charles L. Stuckey, | want to invite you to attend the 127" Annual
Assembly of our United Grand Imperial Council

We will meet at the Doubletree Hotel at Warren Place in Tulsa, Oklahoma on June 3-6, 1999.

We will do the business of our organization...but we will also leave plenty of time for the fraternal
and social aspects of our organization. We will mix Oklahoma'’s heritage, scenery and history with a touch
of Broadway

Come and share the unique fellowship of the Red Cross of Constantine coupled with the wonderful
hospitality of the people of Oklahoma.

All'in all, I have no doubt you will enjoy yourself and be glad you came!

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

;427 ﬁ/??47mv;¢’ /9’7

Joe R. Manning, Jr., KGC

On Friday, July 17, 1998, during the Southwestern Regional Assembly in Salt Lake City, KC Chick Whitfield, Intendant
General in Guam and Ambassador of Aloha Shrine Temple in Honolulu, presented three mobility Scooters, as shown,
one electric wheelchair, one regular wheel chair and a deluxe four wheel walker to the Shriners Hospital for Children,
Intermountain Unit, in Salt Lake City.

Peter F. Armstrong, MD, FRCSC, FACS, FAAP, Chief of Staff, Shriners Hospital for Children, Intermountain; C.L.
Chick Whitfield, Intendant General in Guam; Lady Dee Whitfield; Lady Moneta Bell, widow of Past Grand Sovereign
G. Wilbur Bell; Ned E. Dull, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign and present Grand Recorder; Kevin Martin, RN, MPH-HSA,
Director of Patient Care Services; Blaine M. Simons. Past Intendant General of Utah, Past Potentate, Emeritus
Member of the Board of Governors, Intermountain Shrine Hospital.
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Saint Helena
The Mother of the Emperor

She was born around A.D. 248 and died about
A.D. 328. Having lived approximately 80 years she was
a venerable lady for her day. During her life she was a
member of the plebeian class, a Roman empress, the
mother of an emperor, and, at her death, a Saint.

Helena was born in Drepanum, in the ancient
Roman province of Bithynia (now part of Turkey.) She
married Flavius Valerius Constantius, a general and
administrator under the Emperor Maximian. Maximian
adopted Constantius and set him over Gaul with the rank
of caesar in A.D. 293. This established Constantius as a
possible successor to the throne of Rome, and he divorced
Helena in order to marry a wife of patrician origins.

Helena had already born Constantine.

She devoted most of the rest of her life to
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, identifying many of the
sites associated with the life of Jesus (and if her
identifications were based more on revelation than on
evidence, those sites have, nonetheless, provided
inspiration for millions since.)

She founded the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
and the Church of the Nativity. It is even reported she
located the True Cross.

[t is hard to know how much influence she had on
Constantine as a young man- the Roman social system
did not encourage much contact between mothers and
their boys past a young age. But her influence over him
when he became an adult was considerable. She was
almost certainly the major influence in Constantine’s
conversion to Christianity (such as it was) and was
probably largely responsible for his declaring Christianity
to be a religion permitted in the Empire.

The Stinking City on
the Golden Horn

Six-hundred-sixty years before the birth of Christ,
Greece founded a tiny village on the shores of the
Bosporus, just at the pont where Europe touches Asia.
They built on one of the finest natural harbors in the
world, later called the Golden Horn because of its hook-
like shape. It is located between the Black Sea and the

Mediterranean Sea, where the confluence of the waters
were (and are) such as to provide excellent fishing.

The tiny village grew rapidly because of its
location on one of the major trade routes.

Less than 200 years after it was founded, when it
had already grown to be a great city, it was destroyed by
the Persian ruler Darius I. In 479 B.C., it was rebuilt by
the Spartans, but during the next 100 years Athens
contested with Sparta for rule of the city. Alcibiades, one
of the most famous of the Athenian Generals, captured it
in 409 B.C. Four years later, the Spartans, lead by
Lysander, recaptured it. Athens re-recaptured Byzantium
in 390 B.C. but the city fought for, and won, its freedom
in 357 B.C.

Around 328 B.C., Byzantium was forced to
recognize the sovereignty of Alexander the Great, but was
granted independence under his successors.

From 191 to 188 B.C., Rome was at war with
Antiochus 111, King of the Syrians. Byzantium supported
Rome and was, as a result, given the status of a free
confederate city. Later, however, it was subjected to
Roman rule and the payment of tribute.

In the civil war of A.D. 194, between Emperor
Severus and General Niger, Byzantium sided with Niger,
which turned out to be the losing side. Severus captured
Byzantium in A.D. 196, revoked the privileges of its
citizens and tore down the walls.

Near Byzantium, Constantine the Great defeated
Licinius in A.D. 324 and began rebuilding the city in A.D.
330. He renamed it Constantinople.

Inthe Middle Ages, with great wealth, remarkable
architecture and a population near one million,
Constantinople was, by far, the largest and wealthiest city
in the Christian world. It became a symbol for the golden
age.

But it was also known for something else not
quite so nice. Travelers reported the city stank so badly
one could smell it at least three miles before one could see
it. It wasn’t just the questionable sanitation which marked
all medieval cities. The favorite condiment of the
inhabitants of Constantinople was a sauce made by
hanging fish in a loosely-woven bag and collecting the
liquid produced as the fish rotted. They made and
consumed hundreds of gallons of this sauce a day. The
smell of literally millions of rotting fish permeated the
city. The sauce itself was even more fragrant. The taste
must be left to the imagination!
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1T HE BYZANTIUM

is the official publication of the United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant
Orders for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines. Itis published twice yearly, in the spring
and in the late summer. Its purpose is to inform the members of the Order on the activities of the United Grand
Imperial Council at its Annual Assembly held each June, and on the activities of the several regions, divisions
and Conclaves.

Contribution of material, including text and photographs, is earnestly solicited from all corners of the Order.
Send proposed material to the Editor: Frederick G. Kleyn at 11073 Plum Tree Ln, Spring Valley CA 91977-
7047, telephone (619) 461-5724, Fax (619) 461-9371. E-mail: FKleyn@home.com

We would like to have articles on any unusual activities of a Conclave, and on all divisional and regional
assemblies. Photographs are most welcome and should, if possible, be black and white glossy prints and should
be captioned completely as to the identity of the subjects of the photograph, its date, location, the activity it
represents, etc.

Submissions should be in the hands of the editor not later than the end of February for the Spring issue, and not
later than the end of July for the Fall issue. If you have something you’d like to have in an issue, and you are
going to be close to the deadline (or a few days after the deadline) please contact the editor well prior to the
deadline to arrange for a late submission. He will work to accommodate your needs, but the need for prompt
delivery to the printer must take precedence over all other considerations.

Schedule of Regional and Divisional Assemblies

[isse e e T e e e e e P s RS U et e e i S e S B B S N |
July 9-10, 1999 Southwest Regional Tucson, AZ William LeB. Jenney, KCC
July 17, 1999 Michigan Divisional Lansing, Ml Erwin W. O’Dell
July 24, 1999 Indiana Divisional Franklin, IN Robert E. Price
August 13-14, 1999 Missouri Regional Kansas City, MO Donald L. Hiatte
August 21-23, 1999 Nebraska Divisional Grand Island, NE Keith J. Herbster
October 23, 1999 Ohio Divisional Lima, OH Richard G. Dennis
October 29-31, 1999 | Northeast Regional Grantville, PA William E. Yeager, Jr., KGC
March 17-18, 2000 Northwest Regional Richland, WA Horace Wendell Patch

This schedule is updated each issue to show all known divisional/regional assemblies
If yours is not listed, let us know
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127" Annual Assembly

Thursday — June 3, 1999

Registration .. ... .. .. .. . 12:00 Noon - 6:00 PM
HospialiRoom: <./ o088 s e s ed o ms g od swbiv e s sut s % e m b % 54 12:00 Noon - 5:00 PM
Welcome ReCeplion iy o ss s s s v s s o ¢ & ks oz wwia seasl S imalv winls e o alts 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

RGO . o 05 1 croe? difsos « & boggena w4 2 o 500 8 F1as w3 of oo som o e e e 'mt 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Recorders & Intendants General Seminar . ........... ..ttt 8:00 AM
General.Session tIBIC ... ..cx sos s i s S a@E6 @i Reidii@eis s Eosess® nhess 10:00 AM
Ladies LUNERBON:  « 5 o5 5 553 556 5 60 5 s 505 6 05 550 & § %058 /868 S s 1 ¥ 6 5 5 5 8 wpaetsins o 11:00 AM
Knights Companions LUNCASON . ... cwvan cnvwsimesmsam s smanmssime o 12:00 NOON
General Session, UGIC . ... ..ciiiiiimrioieeaeonsssssaroassasonsainasss 12:45 PM
TrpSHLBBE DIAAET ... . «v s cow s min s mom 2 min 8 308 4 il A BB SH A B e AR SRS D HE a2 3:00 PM

Busses depart from the Hotel Lobby. Dress: Western or casual

Saturday — June 5, 1999

Beneral SEesiBnIIBIE" . . s o vsw s msamsn s s @ ssmssmas ms b ss w e s 5 gew e m s mme 9:00 AM

Memorial Service & Installation . ........ ... .. ... 10:00 AM
(Ladies are invited to attend)

Knights Companions and Ladies Lunch8omn .. . . ..vscweemineivmiiaiinssnsn. 11:30 AM

BUSSES OO TN TINBAET . o is w5500 s o0 s o v s s 5 0 o 5 2 0 w0 o i o0 o0 mom & (wiim » 0 o 8 1:00 PM
Bussed depart from the Hotel Lobby. Play starts at 2:00 PM

Social Holir = Grand, Ballioom FOVEI.. i ; » « 4 s @ 9. 55 0@Ehn s wnsse s a o6 @s s o8l 6:30 PM

Formal Banquet, Doubletree Hotel at WarrenPlace .......................... 7:30 PM

Dress: White Dinner Jacket or Tuxedo & Jewel Preferred

Sunday - June 6, 1999
Worship Service, Trinity Central . ... ... ... ... . . 9:00 AM
Dress: Travel Clothes
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127th Annual Assembly
United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine

'l'."-.
A2y

Al

;:, June 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th, 1999
:::: Doubletree Hotel at Warren Place, 6110 S. Yale, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:
LADY’S NAME:
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: __ ZIP:
PHONE: CONCLAVE:

CONCLAVE OFFICE:

U.G.I.C. OFFICE:

OFFICE IN OTHER NATIONAL MASONIC BODY:

TRANSPORTATION

__ I/We will arrive by auto and need no ground transportation assistance.
___I/We will arrive & depart by plane and need ground transportation assistance as follows;

Arrive (day), (time), (airline), flight
Depart (day), (time), (airline), flight
FUNCTIONS

___I/We will attend the Welcome Reception Thursday evening.
__ I'will attend the Knights Companions Luncheon on Friday.
___ My Lady will attend the Ladies’ Luncheon on Friday.

__ I/We will attend the tour & dinner on Friday.

__ I/We will attend the luncheon on Saturday.

__I/We will attend the entertainment Saturday afternoon.
___I/We will attend the formal Banquet Saturday evening.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS

Please be sure to make your hotel reservations DIRECTLY with the hotel as per the enclosed.

REGISTRATION FEE
Payable to 127™ Annual Assembly = $ 175.00/ PERSON
Please mail registration form and check to:

Joe A. Williams
P.O. Box 278
Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-1395
to meet the
REGISTRATION DEADLINE OF MAY 1, 1999

“Welcome to Tulsa and we hope you have a great time!”



**DOUBLETREE HOTELWARREN PLACE ***
**RESERVATION FORM***

Red Cross of Constantine
June 2, 1999 - June 6, 1999

Please print or type to reserve accommodations:

Company:Red Cross of Constantine

Name:
Last First
Address Phone ( )
City State Zip

All rooms must be guaranteed. Please hold my room on a guaranteed payment basis.
Credit Cards Accepted: MC___ VISA__ AMEX___ Diners___ Discover

Cancellation will be accepted up to 24 hours prior to arrival.

Name Embossed on Card:

Credit Card Number: Expiration Date

Please check desired accommodations:

____Smoking Nan-Smoking King Size Bed 2 Double Beds

(Checking a preference for smoking and/or non-smoking rooms or room types is upon availability and is a request only. Room
types cannot be guaranteed.)

Reservation requests received after May 19, 1999 will be confirmed on a space and rate available basis.
Single Occupancy - $89.00

Double Occupancy - $89.00

Triple Occupancy - $89.00 Arrival Date

Quad Occupancy - $89.00 Departure Date

Room rates are subject to 12.917% sales tax Check-in Time: 3:00pm
Check-Out Time: 12:00pm

Please fax reservation form to (918) 495-1944.
To mail - Fold & Tape (Do NOT Staple)



DoubleTree Hotel at Warren Place
Reservation Department

6110 South Yale

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136



1998 Eastern Regional
Assembly
Grantville, Pennsylvania

Last autumn’s Eastern Regional Assembly
was held at the Holiday Inn Convention and
Conference Center in Grantville, Pennsylvania on the
weekend of October 30-November 1. It was attended
by 193 Knights Companions and 143 ladies. In
addition there were 94 Knights Companions who
attended the Saturday night events only.

On Friday evening there was a reception and
dinner attended by 332 persons. Saturday opened
with a seminar hosted by the Grand Sovereign and
Grand Recorder during which they brought the
Knights Companions up to date on recent events
concerning the Red Cross of Constantine and
addressed all matters raised by those present. This
was a new event and was extremely well received by
all present.

Joe R. Manning, Jr., KGC, Most Illustrious
Grand Sovereign then opened the Assembly and a
Senate of Sovereigns was convened to enthrone 26.
A College of Viceroys was then convened and 24
were consecrated to the priesthood of Eusebius.

Distinguished guests were then received,
headed by R..W.. Robert L. Dluge, Deputy Grand
Master of Masons in Pennsylvania..

After lunch, Williamsport Conclave of
Williamsport, PA conferred the Order of the Red
Cross of Constantine; Saint James Conclave of
Shamokin, PA conferred the Order of the Holy
Sepulchre and the Order of Saint John the Evangelist
in full form. During the afternoon work the ladies
were entertained by two vocalists and enjoyed a tea.

Saturday evening there were 364 present for
the formal banquet at which the honored guest was
our Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign, Knight
Companion Joe R. Manning, Jr., KGC of Oklahoma.

On Sunday morning, a worship and memorial
service was held which was attended by 134 Knights
Companions and their ladies.

It was a wonderful weekend and all present
were unanimous in their agreement that they would
return to the same hotel for their Regional Assembly
in 1999.
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Wisconsin Divisional Assembly
August 19, 1998
Green Bay, Wisconsin

Last year was a milestone in Wisconsin as, for
the first time, a Divisional Assembly was held. The
activities began on August 29" when a College of
Viceroys was convened for the purpose of
consecrating four Viceroys to the Priesthood of
Eusebius. This was followed by the convening of a
Senate of Sovereigns for the enthronement of three
Sovereigns. Knight Companion Ned E. Dull, KGC,
Past Grand Sovereign and Grand Recorder was
present for the weekend and assisted with the
ceremonies.

After lunch Nicolet Conclave opened the
Assembly and several distinguished guests were
received. Nicolet Conclave then conferred the Order
of the Red Cross of Constantine in full form.
Following this, Winnebago Conclave conferred the
Order of the Holy Sepulchre and Saint Wilfred
Conclave conferred the Order of Saint John the
Evangelist. All three Orders were done in an
exceptional manner, and for many present the
appendant orders were a first time experience, adding
to the luster of the weekend.

While the men were involved with the Orders
on Saturday afternoon, Bev Rosenow, wife of
Wisconsin Intendant General Thomas K. Rosenow
hosted a program for their ladies.

The activities then moved to the Rock Garden
Supper Club for a 4:30 PM social hour, followed by
a delicious prime rib dinner with all the trimmings, at
6:00 PM. The evening’s entertainment was provided
by a humorist from Dodgeville who kept all present
laughing with his short, witty stories. It was a
wonderful conclusion to a great weekend and one
which will surely be repeated in the future.

A total of 174 Knights Companions and their
ladies participated in the events of the weekend,
providing a great opportunity for Constantinian
fellowship and fraternity. With such a positive start to
their Divisional Assembly program, the Division of
Wisconsin looks forward to even better programs in
the years to come.
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