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The Grand Sovereign’s Message

Knight Companion Gary Deane Hermann, KGC

Knights Companions:

It is indeed a high honor to represent and serve you as
Grand Sovereign, and I thank you for according me this
privilege.

I'am happy to report the Grand Recorder, Ned E. Dull,
KGC, and I attended the instituting of the three new
Conclaves in Italy. This was done in Rome with Milan
and Catania attending and observing their conferral of the
Orders on a fine group of new Knights Companions. They
did an outstanding job and the hospitality was
unsurpassed. I am sure the Italian Knights Companions
will be successful and in time form their own Grand
Council.

In August it was a pleasure for Bonnie and me to visit
our fellow Knights Companions in Canada at their Annual
Conclave in Kamloops, British Columbia. They had a
very nice Grand Assembly and extended every courtesy
possible to us. I did remind them, however, that we didn’t

appreciate the Alberta Clipper weather they sent us in the
mid-west, and due to their geographic position, they
always look down on us!

In September, Bonnie and 1 were guests of the
Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite for the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction held in Boston, Massachusetts. Our
Sovereign Grand Commander, KC Robert O. Ralston
received me as Grand Sovereign. He and Susan are most
gracious hosts and it was a very fine meeting.

I have attended all Divisional and Regional
Assemblies I could fit into the calendar. They are most
rewarding and I urge all members to make every effort to
attend them.

Bonnie and I attended the Missouri Divisional in
Jefferson City. It is getting larger every year and more
wonderful.  We also attended the Ohio Divisional
meeting in Springfield and enjoyed seeing their Masonic
Home. Also, all of the Assemblies of Ohio were present.

This year, North Carolina invited us to attend their
Divisional Assembly in Hendersonville. They started this
a few years back and have made great strides. They have
a very fine, well-run meeting. A few days before the
meeting, KC James H. Horne, Intendant General for
North Carolina, hit the bricks on his doorway and it
appeared to me that the bricks came in second place! KC
Horne was at the meeting and looked great. North
Carolina is a great Masonic state and they have great
leaders. If you are ever invited, try to attend.

The Divisional Assemblies are a great asset to our
Order and I urge all members to try and form one in their
state, attend and support them. The fellowship is
unsurpassed in Masonry.

The Regional Assemblies are still going strong, and
never cease to amaze me in their attendance. The
Northwest Regional is a must for anyone in the area. It
is very well run and the hospitality is great.

The Southwest Regional Assembly is held in a
different state each year: California, Arizona, New
Mexico, Utah, Nevada and Colorado. They always have
it in a nice area with golf on Thursday and Friday. They



play according to Grand Sovereign Rules! Geographically,
this is a great area and all the states attend with large and
credible delegations. Here again, if in the area, do attend.
[ have attended many of these many times and Bonnie and
[ have always thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.

I am sorry to say I will be unable to attend the 2003
Northwest Regional, but if they will forgive me, Bonnie
and | will be there next year. I was looking forward to
going to the great Northwest, and humbly apologize.
David Volkman was a great friend and [ know he is greatly
missed.

We also attended St. Johns Conclave’s Christmas
Party in Chicago. They outdo themselves every year under
the great guidance of KC William J. Bissen, their
Recorder. St. Johns® Sovereign is Charles H. Sullins, who
is currently Grand Master of Masons in Illinois.

I attended the Annual February Masonic Meetings in
Washington, D.C. (snowed in) and I urge all members to
try to attend. It is all very informative, and I believe all
should attend and also tour the House of the Temple and
the George Washington Masonic National Memorial.

Bonnie and I will be attending the Knights Templar
Easter Sunrise Services in Washington, D.C. (we have
been going since 1967.) So, if you are there, stop by and
say hello. We will also be attending the 100" Anniversary
of Coeur del Leon Conclave of Omaha, Nebraska with
Nebraska Intendant General KC Keith J. Herbster on May
10", They received their charter 100 years ago when the
Empire of the West held its assembly in Peoria, IL. And
now the Grand Assembly is meeting again in Peoria, 100
years later!

Two other 100" Anniversaries occur on May 8™: St.
Joseph Conclave of St. Joseph, MO (Donald L. Hiatte,
Intendant General) and St. Andrew Conclave in Joplin,
MO (Vern H. Schneider Intendant General.)

Congratulations to these century Conclaves and the
very best wishes for continued success.

We are continuing the planning for the Grand
Assembly in Peoria in June (June 12, 13 and 14, 2003.) It
will play in Peoria! 1hope you will try to attend because
we are going to have a fund time: a Dixieland Band,
banjos, a big band and lots of good fellowship.

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

Gary D. Hermann, KGC
Grand Sovereign

To All Knights Companions:

On behalf of St. John Conclave, Saxa Rubra
Conclave, St. Helena Conclave, St. Edward Conclave,
Holy Trinity Conclave and our Intendant General, Knight
Companion Michael S. Weer, I want to invite you to
attend the 131* Annual Assembly of our United Grand
Imperial Council. It will be held in Peoria, Illinois, June
12-14, 2003.

Our headquarters location will be the Hotel Pére
Marquette, 501 Main Street (corner of Main Street and
Madison Avenue) in Peoria. You will find it provides an
atmosphere of old world elegance and charm for the
Knights Companions and their ladies. It contains all of
the amenities necessary for your personal comfort.

Our reservation package cost of $210 covers meals
and entertainment. Although we will be conducting the
business of our organization, we will also provide ample
time for fraternal and social enjoyment.

We hope you will plan to attend the 131* Annual
Assembly in Peoria. You will be glad you did. Illinois
state hospitality will be available in great abundance.
You will find reservation forms for the hotel and for the
session elsewhere in this publication.

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

Gary D. Hermann, KGC
Grand Sovereign
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The Arch of Constantine

The Arch of ;
Constantine is an ancient
monument in Rome. It is
located on the grounds of
the famous Coliseum, on
the Piazzale del Colosseo,
along the road taken by
triumphal processions in
those days.. It is &
triumphal arch, erected
about 316 A.D. ‘to
commemorate the triumph
of Constantine I after his
victory over the rival
Emperor Maxentius at the
battle of the Milvian Bridge
in 312 A.D. Itisthe largest
of only three such arches
which survive in Rome
today.

Constantine was proclaimed emperor of the east by the Roman troops in Britain in 306 A.D. after
the death of his father at York. His rival, Maxentius, claimed the title of emperor of the west. The
situation was resolved at the battle of the Milvian Bridge which bridge is located just north of Rome.
Constantine defeated Maxentius who had a numerically superior army but one which had little
experience. Maxentius died attempting to flee after the battle and Constantine entered Rome victorious.
The Roman Senate, in recognition of his significant victory awarded him a triumphal arch. Construction
on this arch began immediately and was completed in about 316 A.D., the tenth anniversary of
Constantine’s rise to power.

The Arch of Constantine is composed of three arches. The central arch is about 35 feet high and
about 20 feet wide. The two side arches are about 25 feet high and 15 feet wide. The entire structure
is about 65 feet high and about 80 feet wide. The whole structure is covered in white marble. There are
eight detached Corinthian columns, four on each side which stand on plinths on the sides of the
archways. The inscription on the arch reads: “Constantine overcame his enemies by divine inspiration.”

Differing construction techniques used on the arch indicate it was built over a period of time and
with parts taken from earlier monuments, probably erected to the earlier Roman rulers Trajan, Hadrian,
Marcus Aurelius and Constantine’s own father.

Our Sovereign Knight Companion Gary D. Hermann, KGC saw this monument on his trip to Italy
last year and was so taken by it, and its appropriateness to our Order, he contacted an Italian company
and had a number of replicas of the Arch cast in cultured marble. Each replica is 4 1% inches long, 2 %
inches wide and 4 % inches tall. They will be available at the 131* Annual Sessions in Peoria at a cost
of $40 each. You will surely want to have one of these. They are beautifully done and certainly belong
in the collection of any Knight Companion of our Order. Only a limited number were made, so when they
are gone, there will be no more. Do not miss the opportunity to acquire one for yourself, and maybe some
to use as gifts.
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The above picture was taken in the Office of the Governor at the Illinois State Capital Building in Springfield, Illinois
on December 2, 2002. Knight Companion Gary D. Hermann, KGC, Grand Sovereign, and Ned E. Dull, KGC, Grand
Recorder, are shown presenting Knight Companion George Hy. Ryan, Governor of the State of Illinois his Commission
and Jewel as an Intendant General at Large for the United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine.
Knight Companion Ryan is a member of St. John Conclave of Chicago, Illinois.

On December 4, 2002, St. Clement Conclave of Detroit elected and installed its new officers for 2003. Pictured above,
left to right, are Frank A. O’Boyle, Prelate; Raymond E. Fowler, Sentinel; Joseph D. Dobrenic, Prefect; Donald L.
Himes, Herald; Raymond J. Karakuc, Viceroy; Emil G. McDonald, Standard Bearer; Douglas F. Hegyi, Grand
Chamberlain of the United Grand Imperial Council, Sovereign; Kenney L. Lenfestey, Senior General; Dennis R.
Williamson, Treasurer; Carl S. Hobday, Junior General; and Robert N. Osborne, Recorder.
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This picture was
taken in Rome, Italy
on June 22, 2002,
when the three
Conclaves under
dispensation in Italy
held their first
Divisional Assembly.
Several candidates
from each of the three
Conclaves were
installed as Knights
Companions of the
Red Cross of
Constantine.

Left toright: Giampiero Travalusci; Giusepee Visicato; Gary D. Hermann, KGC, Grand Sovereign; Ned E. Dull, KGC,

Grand Recorder, Franco Valgattarri and Giorgio Rosst.

BAY STATE CONCLAVE
OF MASSACHUSETTS

On October 5, 2002, Bay State Conclave celebrated
its 50" Anniversary. It was constituted on
December 17, 1952 in the City of Boston. Over 100
Knights Companions and their ladies enjoyed a
festive meal at the Woburn Masonic Temple with
music and sociability. Notable among the guests at
the celebration were the Intendants General from:
New Hampshire, KC Ronald Metcalf; Rhode Island
KC Robert Poyton and Vermont KC Palmer
Martin. Knight Companion Robert Keogh,
Sovereign of Bay State Conclave greeted the guests
and welcomed them to the event. KC Paul W.
Rolston, Intendant General in Massachusetts also
welcomed the visitors and thanked them for their
special presence. KC Michael Brown, Recorder,
read a brief history of the Conclave, highlighting
the many outstanding Masons who have been
members. The Knights Companions look forward
to the next fifty years of service to the fraternity.
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The above picture was taken on November 9, 2002 when
the Charter was presented to All Saints Conclave of
Dodge City, Kansas. After the Charter presentation, the
officers of All Saints Conclave were installed. Pictured
above, left to right, are KC Alfred D. Sawyer, first
Sovereign of All Saints Conclave, Intendant General in
Kansas, KC Carveth K. Neer and All Saints Conclave
Recorder KC Jim Beye.



Southwestern
Regional Assembly

On the weekend of July 11-13, 2003, Desert
Paradise Conclave of Las Vegas, Nevada will host
the annual Southwestern Regional Assembly at the
beautiful Monte Carlo Hotel on the strip in Las
Vegas.

The room rate will be $99 plus tax. The hotel
phone number is 800-311-8999. When you call for
reservations, please be sure to mention Convention
Code XSWRED which is how they identify our
group. The hotel has graciously offered to extend
this room rate to those who may want to come a
day or so early or stay a day or so after the
Regional Assembly. One night’s deposit is required
to reserve a room. The deadline for reservations is
Wednesday, June 11, 2003. Requests will be
honored after that date only if and when space is
available.

If you have any questions, please contact
Nevada Intendant General William B. Berk, KCC.

When you arrive...

...at the Hotel Pére Marquette on
Thursday, June 12, 2003, come up to
the 12" floor. You will see Registration
as soon as you step off the elevators.

Then come to the Presidential Suite so
the Grand Sovereign and Lady Bonnie
may welcome you and you may receive
your gift.

Refreshments
available.

(sandwiches) will be

And if you're still looking for good, low
air fares, call Kathy Fry at Everyday
Travel at 1-800-832-5207. She will take

good care of you!

United Grand Imperial Council
Knights of the Red Cross of
Constantine
and Appendant Orders

2003 Annual Session

Hotel Pére Marquette

501 Main Street
(Corner of Main Street & Madison Avenue)

Peoria, IL 61602-1092

July 12-15, 2003

Intendant General Michael 8. Weer
and the five Illinois Conclaves

Cordially Invite You To Join Them
In Central Jllinois This Spring

Special Event:
Saturday Ladies’ Cuncheon
“Wearin' O' The Green”
“Wear Your Best Green Outfit

From Head to Toe
Best Outfit Wins A Wonderful Prize!

Saturday Cuncheon
With Entertainment
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traveled to Fairbanks to perform the Ceremony of Constitution and the Dedication of Golden Heart Conclave. After
these matters were accomplished the Annual Assembly of Golden Heart Conclave was held. A College of Viceroys
and a Senate of Sovereigns were opened and the proper officers were consecrated and coroneted. The officers of
Golden Heart Conclave were next installed, and this was followed by dinner with the ladies and a very enjoyable
evening. Shown in the photograph above are Sovereign Gene Freeman of Golden Heart Conclave and Intendant
General Gilbert G. Whitehead holding the Charter of the new Conclave. Behind them are some of the original
petitioners who signed the Request for Dispensation.

Attention Yadies

The ladies’ luncheon at UGIC 2003 is going to be a very special event and
a most festive occasion. It will have a complete Saint Patrick’s Day theme
so you should all bring along your best green to wear. Give this some
thought, and put together your best and most festive green outfit. The lady
wearing the outfit judged best (by an anonymous judge) will receive a nice
piece of Waterford crystal! It's going to be a lot of fun, and first Lady Bonnie
Hermann is sparing no effort to ensure you really have a wonderful time.
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The Byzantium

is the official publication of the United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine and
Appendant Orders for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines. It is published twice yearly,
in the spring and in the early autumn. Its purpose is to inform the members of the Order on the activities of
the United Grand Imperial Council at its Annual Assembly held each June, and on the activities of the several
regions, divisions and Conclaves.

Contribution of material, including text and photographs, is earnestly solicited from all corners of the Order.
Send proposed material to the Editor: Frederick G. Kleyn at 11073 Plum Tree Ln, Spring Valley CA 91977-
7047, telephone (619) 461-5724, Fax (619) 461-9371. E-mail: tkleyn@cox.net

We would like to have articles on any unusual activities of a Conclave, and on all divisional and regional
assemblies. Photographs are most welcome. They may be film or digital and should be captioned completely
as to the identity of the subjects of the photograph, its date, location, the activity it represents, etc. If the
photos are digital, please send the digital file by e-mail, or snail mail on a disk (floppy, Zip or CD.)

Submissions should be in the hands of the editor not later than the end of February for the Spring issue, and
not later than the end of August for the Fall issue. If you have something you’d like to have in an issue, and
you are going to be close to the deadline (or a few days after the deadline) please contact the editor well prior
to the deadline to arrange for a late submission. He will work to accommodate your needs, but the need for
prompt delivery to the printer must take precedence over all other considerations.

SCHEDULE OF REGIONAL AND DIVISIONAL ASSEMBLIES
William B. Berk, KCC
Donald L. Hiatte

July 11-12, 2003
August 8-9, 2003

Southwest Regional Las Vegas, NV

St. Joseph, MO

Missouri Regional

August 22-23, 2003

Oklahoma Divisional

To Be Determined

Charles L. Stuckey

August 22-23, 2003

Nebraska Divisional

Kearney, NE

Keith J. Herbster

October 4, 2003

All Ohio Assembly

Ohio Masonic Home
Springfield, OH

Wilbur B. Smith
John V. Cooper, Jr.

November 7-9, 2003

Eastern Regional

Grantville, PA

William E. Yeager, Jr., KGC

March 19-20, 2004

Northwest Regional

Kennewick, WA

Harry R. Houston

This schedule is updated each issue to show all known divisional/regional assemblies.
If yours is not listed, and you would like it listed, please provide the information to the editor.
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Red Cross of Constantine

United Grand imperial Couneil
131* Annyal Assembly
Conelave 2003

Soeial Highlights | Business Highlights
& Welecome Reception f‘rf ” & Intendents General Meeting
e Ladies’ Luncheon k Friday Session
e Men's kuneheon e Saturday Session
e Spirit of Peoria Riverboat Cruise ¢ Memorial Serviee
e Grand Banquet and Entertainment e Installation
E . Worship Serviee

Peoria Pops Big Band %})

Conelave Features

. Friday and Saturday breakfast
7 comelare. N "* Friday Dinner
i i Saturday Grand Banquet
Hotel = Thursday and Friday men’s hospitlity suite
Registration Forms . Thursday and Friday ladies’ hospitality suite
elsemhere in ¢ Saturday coektails
this isste. k Saturday Ladies’ eomb-out
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PERE MARQUETTE

Red Cross of Constantine ]
nited Grand Imperial Couneil

131* Annual Assembly
Gonclave 2003

Hotsl Accommodations

June 12, 2003—June 15, 2003
Hotel Pére Marquette
501 Main Street :
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1092
(309) 637-6500
FAX: (309) 671-9445
Toll Free: (800) 447-1676

NaME

Date

Arrival

ADDRESS

Departure

Crrv, State, ZIP CopE

NOTE ANY SPECIAL REQUESTS IN THIS SPACE.

DavTiMe PHONE NUMBER

EVENING PHONE NUMBER

NAMES OF ADDITIONAL PERSONS SHARING ROOMS

NUMBER OF PERSONS OVER 17 YEARS OF AGE

Total deposit required

[0 My cheque is enclosed. O 1 want to pay by credit card.
Accommaodations Desired v | card v |  card v |  card
'Number |Room Type | Rate |Daily Total American Express Diner’s Club Carte Blanche
: l:l Visa Master Card Discover
Standard Non-smokmg $9200 CrepiT CarD NuMBER ExpiraTiON DaTE (MMYY)
[0 smoking
. [0 Non-smoking
Suite 0 . $109.00
Smo 'ng SIGNATURE
& < #  Check-in time is 3:00 PM. Accommodations #  Reservations must be accompanied by a
fies Dally Total for all rooms prior to that time will be handled on a space deposit guarantee for the first night’s lodging
available basis. using either a cheque or credit card.
Tax (11010) on line above #  Check-out time is 12:00 Noon. #  Deposits are refundable if canceled 24 hours
Reservations must be received by May 1, priar tarmval,
= 2003. After this date, rooms will be con- Parking is free for registered hotel guests.
m i firmed on a space and rate available basis.

#  All accommodations are subject to availabili-
ty at check-in.



Red Cross of Constantine
United Grand Imperial Council

Chicago

131" Annual Assembly

" Peorlar =

i e
o Gonelave 2003 i Ne
G ‘.:‘Spllnnl‘lt__:!f_ ‘

Repistration
June 12, 2003—June 15, 2003
Hotel Pére Marquette
501 Main Street
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1092

NAME LaDY'S NAME

ADDRESS

Crry, Stare, ZIP Cope

DayTiMe PHONE NUMBER EVENING PHONE NuMBER

Name oF CONCLAVE LocaTion ofF CONCLAVE

D SOVEREIGN D Viceroy D Recorder D Past Sovereign D Intendant General

OFFICE HELD IN OTHER NATIONAL MASONIC BODY

If you are arriving or departing using the Greater Peoria Regional Airport, and have completed your travel
arrangements, please complete the following:

Airline : Flight Date Time
Arrival
Departure
Fees Fee Schedule
Cost per ; ...then the cost per
quber of Persons e Total If received by... person is
December 31, 2002 $175.00

Deadline for registration is May 1, David P. Crosson
2003. Make cheques payable to 4621 Sherwood Avenue March 15, 2003 $130.00
“Conclave 2003.” Return complet- | Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
ed form and fee to: (630) 434-0366 After March 15, 2003 $210.00

Please indicate the events you or your lady will be attending:
v | Event v Event

Welcome Reception Breakfast
Thursday evening, June 12, 2003 Saturday morning, June 14, 2002

Breakfast Special Event and Luncheon
Friday morning, June 13, 2002 Saturday, June 14, 2003

Knight Companions’ Luncheon
Friday, June 13 2003

Formal Banquet and Entertainment
Saturday evening, June 14, 2003

Ladies’ Luncheon
Friday, June 13, 2003

Divine Worship Service
Sunday morning, June 15, 2003

Dinner and Entertainment
Friday evening, June 13, 2003

Please print clearly or type all information.
Thank you!
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