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The Grand Sovereign’s Message

My dear brethren:
My time as your Grand Sovereign is coming to a close.

It has been a great year and I shall miss it very much.
Charlotte and I have been wined and dined in grand
fashion this year and we very much appreciate all the love
and affection which has made us feel so very special.  

Winter is behind most of us and the signs of spring are
beginning to peek through in places.  Spring is a time for

renewal.  Look around and see the bright beginning of a
new year. 

We as Masons love what we do.  We love our
families, we love our jobs, we love our God, and we love
our fraternity.  In each instance we dedicate ourselves to
giving all we can to each of them.  It is difficult at times
to fulfill the many things  we expect of ourselves. 

This dedication, this love we have for Masonry, has
sustained us for many years.  That is why we are
Constantinian Masons.  We love Masonry.  

Most of us belong to all the appendent bodies of
Masonry.  We are York Rite,  Scottish Rite, and we hold
our Blue Lodge close to our heart.  The quiet dedication
to the principles we were taught when we received our
degrees gives us purpose.  We work very diligently in our
respective areas to achieve our successes. 

How wonderful it is to know a child can walk without
a limp; or has finally spoken for the first time.  How
rewarding it must feel to be told a burn victim is going to
survive and be productive.  How much love does that
take?  It takes enough that every Mason should be proud
of these accomplishments.  They not only serve humanity
but they bring a touch of spring into Masonry.  These are
only a few of the things we do as Masons. 

Our society today has a difficult time embracing
things they cannot see.  We, as Masons, have bridged that
gap and realize that the crippled child, the burn victim,
and the speechless child are there.  Occasionally we meet
one of these brave souls and hear their story.  These times
are few and far between but just hearing about these
successes make our hearts pound, our chests heave and
when a tear falls from our eyes, we know love.  This is
love in it’s purest form: to know you have done for
others.  May god bless us and give us the strength to
continue with our loving care.

Again, thank you for all your kindness. It has been a
great year.  May 2006 bring you all the love and joy you
so richly deserve.

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

Knight Companion George R. Baddour, KGC
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George R. Baddour
Grand Sovereign

 A n    I n v I t a t I o n

To All Knights Companions:

On behalf of the Conclaves of Tennessee, and our
Intendant General, Knight Companion C. Douglas
Thomas, Jr., I want to invite you to attend the 134th

Annual Assembly of our United Grand Imperial Council.
It will be held in Memphis, Tennessee June 8-11, 2006.

Our headquarters location will be the famous Peabody
Hotel, 149 Union Avenue in downtown Memphis.  I think
you will find the hotel will provide a fine setting for our
annual deliberations and for your comfort while thus
engaged.

Our reservation package cost of $140 (per person)
prior to March 1, 2006 and $150 (per person) thereafter,
covers meals and entertainment.  Although we will be
conducting the business of our organization, we will also
provide ample time for fraternal and social enjoyment.

A reservations form will be found further on in this
publication.

We hope you will plan to attend the 134th Annual
Assembly in Memphis.  You will be glad you did.
Traditional Tennessee hospitality will be available in great
abundance.

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

George R. Baddour, KGC
Grand Sovereign

The Red Cross of Constantine
Which men are called to be members of

this Constantinian band?
They are Christians who wish to share the love

of their Savior throughout the land.

They most proudly display the emblem
of the Christ upon their breast;

the sign which had appeared in a dream
and promised victory in a quest.

On a broad field where the stones were red,
a battle was fought with rancor.

The decision was settled when God said,
“In this sign you will conquer.”

Monarch and priests had tried to contain
the adoration of the Christ.

They tormented those who strove to explain
His promise to God’s paradise.

Those leaders selfishly sought to maintain
their control over the lives of men.

Our founder was the first to proclaim
that Jesus was there above him.

His mother, St. Helena, proved to all
which cross, indeed, was the one

that supported no body of criminal
but crucified, instead, God’s Son.

Knights Companions are proud to share
the love of our founder divine.

Who established this emblem of Jesus’ care,
The Red Cross of Constantine.

James C. Taylor, June 2000
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San Lorenzo Conclave, Republic of Panama

A S p e c i a l
Assembly of  San Lorenzo Conclave of the Republic of Panama was held on Saturday, December 3, 2005
at the District Grand Lodge of the Panama Canal.  Its purpose was to install  companions Rolando
Moreno, Rafael Cedeño and Malcolm N. Sandiford, elect the officers of San Lorenzo Conclave for 2006,
consecrate the Viceroy-elect and enthrone the Sovereign-elect.  The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM and
the business of the Conclave was conducted, followed by the installation of the new Knights Companions,
the consecration of the Viceroy and the enthronement of the Sovereign.

The Annual Assembly of San Lorenzo Conclave was conducted the next day, Sunday, December 4,
2005 at the Union Club in Panama City.  An open installation of officers was held and was well attended
by several dignitaries of the local Masonic bodies together with their ladies.  KC Donald P. Garrido was
Installing Officer, KC Jack R. Tutzauer was Installing Viceroy, KC Allan V. Lokan was Installing High
Prelate and KC Manuel A. Ossa was Installing Marshal.  The traditional toast to the Masonic bodies was
made, along with that to our departed brethren.  A delicious dinner was then enjoyed by all.

New Red Cross of Constantine Web Site

Your United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine has a new, official web site.  It may
be accessed at

www.redcrossconstantine.org

Please have a look at it.  It will be kept up-to-date with a list of new officers after each of our Annual
Sessions in June, the main portion of the current issue of The Byzantium and the registration form and
information on the upcoming UGIC Annual Session and the city in which it will be held.  It is intended
to be a clean, elegant site and while we may be able to add some features, the idea is to keep the site
simple and useful and confine it to currently useful Red Cross information.  If you have any suggestion
for improving the site, please send it to the Editor of The Byzantium at fkleyn@cox.net for consideration.
This site will give us, at long last, an official presence on the world wide web and help usher us into the
information age.

Left to right: New KC Rafael Cedeño; KC Disney Fajardo; KC James Cook; KC Donald P.
Garrido, Intendant General in Panama; KC Arthur Kerr, Sovereign; KC Roberto Lombana, Junior
General; new KC Malcolm N. Sandiford and KC Jack Tutzauer, Recorder of San Lorenzo
Conclave. 
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Indiana Divisional Assembly

The Indiana Divisional Assembly was held on July 16, 2005 at the Kresge Chapel on the campus of the
Indiana Masonic Home in Franklin, with 102 Knights Companions and their ladies in attendance.

Tennessee Divisional Assembly

The Tennessee Divisional Assembly was held on January 14, 2006 in Nashville.  All of the five Orders
were conferred by the four Conclaves in Tennessee.  While the men were doing their work, the ladies  held
a luncheon at which they discussed the coming activities in Memphis in June.  After the conferral of the
degrees all enjoyed a wonderful meal and the speakers for the evening, KC Douglas Thomas, Intendant
General in Tennessee and KC George R. Baddour, KGC, Grand Sovereign.

Left to right.  Front row: KC James S. DeMond, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign; KC George R. Baddour, KGC, Grand Sovereign;
KC Ned E. Dull, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign and Grand Recorder.  Back row: KC Roger S. VanGorden, Sovereign, St. James
Conclave of Indianapolis; KC Vern E. Sheldon, Sovereign, St. Hilary Conclave of Ft. Wayne; KC Dwayne Evensen, Intendant
General, Division of Indiana; KC Ronald D. Simpson, Sovereign, S. Basil Conclave of Lafayette.

Left to right.  KC Robert Officer, new Sovereign of St. Gregory Conclave in Chattanooga; KC C. Douglas Thomas, Jr., Intendant
General in Tennessee and KC George R. Baddour, KGC, Grand Sovereign of Munford, Tennessee.
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Grand Sovereign Visits San Diego

New Regional Assembly To Be Held
A new Regional Assembly, the South East

Regional Assembly is making its appearance on the
Red Cross of Constantine scene.  And while this
will almost certainly reach most of you to late to
allow you to attend the inaugural Assembly, you
ought to know of its beginning.

The South East Regional Assembly will be held
March 3-5, 2006 at the Crowne Plaza Conference
and Convention Center on the perimeter of I-285
between I-75 and I-85 in the north west Atlanta,
George area.  The hotel is located at 6345 Powers
Ferry Road.

The planned activities include a Friday evening
dinner; a meeting of Sovereigns, Viceroys and
Intendants General early on Saturday morning,
with plans for the conferral of the three Orders

ofConstantinian Masonry during the remainder of
the morning and afternoon.

If there are elected Sovereigns or Viceroys
present who have not been installed, a College of
Viceroys and/Senate of Sovereigns will be convened
for the consecration and enthronement of those
needing this work.

A reservation package has been arranged with
the hotel which includes lodging along with the
Friday dinner and all three meals on Saturday.

The Knights Companions of the south eastern
portion of the United States are to be applauded for
their forward thinking in organizing this Regional
Assembly.  I am sure that all of the Knights
Companions in the USA will join me in
encouraging any who is able to support this
endeavor.  Regional Assemblies can be wonderful

Grand Sovereign KC George R. Baddour, KGC
and his lovely lady Charlotte were in  San Diego
at the end of January 2006 for a short visit and
to attend the annual Winter Social of San Diego
Conclave.  KC Paul E. McCleary, Intendant for
California Southern and his lady Vi toured our
Grand Sovereign around the city visiting Point
Loma, the USS Midway Museum, the San Diego
Zoo and several other points of interest.  

The Officers and Members of the San
Diego Conclave, RCC were privileged to have
our Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign with us.
His gracious visit had a most positive influence
on our Knights Companions and their Ladies,
including their thoughtful mementoes for all.

The evening was an outstanding fun-
filled success in every way.  Sharing laughter
with dear friends is one of life’s greatest
pleasures. The Grand Sovereign’s delightful
message and the magnificent manner in which
he portrays his high office are truly impressive.

From all of us from San Diego . . . a
special thanks to our Grand Sovereign and Lady
Charlotte for the pleasure of their company.

We are indebted to KC Honorio B. “Chico”
Alvarez, Past Sovereign of San Diego Conclave
for the photo at left.
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experiences and hopefully this new effort will be
successful in maintaining high standards or
organization and ritual excellence.

Schedule of Events
Memphis, Tennessee – June 2006

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

12:00 Noon - 5:00 PMRegistrationEast Mezzanine

Thursday, June 8, 2006
Breakfast on your own

10:00 AM – 5:00 PMRegistrationEase Mezzanine

Lunch on your own

6:00 PM – 8:00 PMGrand Sovereign’s Reception/BBQ DinnerContinental Ball Room
Dress is coat and tie with RCC Jewel

Friday, June 9, 2006
Breakfast on your own

8:00 AM - 5:00 PMRegistrationEast Mezzanine

134th Annual Assembly
United Grand Imperial Council, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine

8:00 AMRecorders & Intendants General SeminarContinental Ball Room
All Knights Companions are invited to attend

9:30 AM – 12:00 NoonUnited Grand Imperial CouncilContinental Ball Room
General Session

12:00 Noon – 1:00 PMKnights Companions LuncheonHernando DeSoto Room

1:00 PM – 5:00 PMUnited Grand Imperial CouncilContinental Ball Room
General Session

7:00 PM – 9:30 PMBuffet Dinner/EntertainmentSkyway
Dress is coat and tie with RCC Jewel
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Saturday, June 10, 2006

134th Annual Assembly
United Grand Imperial Council, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine

Breakfast on your own

9:00 AM – 10:00 AMUnited Grand Imperial CouncilContinental Ball Room
General Session

10:00 AM – 11:30 AMMemorial Service & Installation of OfficersContinental Ball Room
Ladies Invited

11:00 AM – 1:00 PMBrunchVenetian-Forest Rooms
Graceland Tour Participants Eat First

12:00 Noon – 3:30 PMGraceland TourMeet in East Lobby

5:30 PM – 6:30 PMSocial HourGrand Salon A-B-C

6:30 PM – 10:00 PMFormal Grand BanquetGrand Salon A-B-C
White Dinner Jacket or Tuxedo with RCC Jewel & Sash Preferred

Sunday, June 11, 2006
Breakfast on your Own

8:30 AMReligious ServiceVenetian Room

TIMES AND ROOMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

A Note for the Ladies
The ladies of Tennessee are looking forward to seeing many of you at the Annual Conclave in
June.  To make your packing easier they offer the following information.

Memphis in June is usually quite warm.  You will have substantial free time to visit the many
places which are within walking distance of the hotel.  Be sure to pack a comfortable pair of
walking shoes

Dress for the events are pants suits, church dresses and cool casual clothes to wear when you go
sight seeing.  There is only one formal night and that is Saturday.

Please remember to check in at the ladies’ information table for more information to aid you
during your stay.
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Schedule of Events
Memphis, Tennessee – June 2006

Ladies Program

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Breakfast on your own

10:00 AM – 4:00 PMLadies’ Information Table

6:00 PM – 8:00 PMGrand Sovereign’s Reception/BBQ DinnerContinental Ball Room

Friday, June 9, 2006
Breakfast on your own

12:00 Noon – 1:00 PMLadies’ LuncheonVenetian Room

7:00 PM - 9:30 PMDinner and EntertainmentSkyway

Saturday, June 10, 2006

Breakfast on your own

10:00 Am – 11:30 AmMemorial Service & Installation of OfficersContinental Ball Room

11:00 AM – 1:00 PMBrunchVenetian-Forest Rooms
Graceland Tour Participants Eat First

12:00 Noon – 3:30 PMGraceland TourMeet in East Lobby

5:30 PM – 6:30 PMSocial HourGrand Salon A-B-C

6:30 PM – 10:00 PMFormal Grand BanquetGrand Salon A-B-C
Dress is formal

Sunday, June 11, 2006

Breakfast on your own

8:30 AMReligious ServiceVenetian Room

TIMES AND ROOMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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T h e     B y z a n t i u m
is the official publication of the United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine and
Appendant Orders for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines.  It is published twice yearly,
in the spring and in the early autumn.  Its purpose is to inform the members of the Order on the activities of
the United Grand Imperial Council at its Annual Assembly held each June, and on the activities of the several
regions, divisions and Conclaves.  

Contribution of material, including text and photographs, is earnestly solicited from all corners of the Order.
Send proposed material to the Editor: Frederick G. Kleyn at  fkleyn@cox.net

We would like to have articles on any unusual activities of a Conclave, and on all divisional and regional
assemblies.  Photographs are most welcome.  They may be film or digital and should be captioned completely
as to the identity of the subjects of the photograph, its date, location, the activity it represents, etc.  If the
photos are digital, please send the digital file by e-mail, or snail mail on a disk (floppy, or CD.)

Submissions should be in the hands of the editor not later than the end of February for the Spring issue, and
not later than the end of August for the Fall issue.  If you have something you’d like to have in an issue, and
you are going to be close to the deadline (or a few days after the deadline) please contact the editor well prior
to the deadline to arrange for a late submission.  He will work to accommodate your needs, but the need for
prompt delivery to the printer must take precedence over all other considerations.

Schedule of Regional and Divisional Assemblies

Date Division/Region Site Contact

March 17-18, 2006 Northwestern Regional Wilsonville, OR John H. Smith

July 7-8, 2006 Southwestern Regional Albuquerque, NM Robert M. Abernathey

August 4-5, 2006 Oklahoma Divisional Oklahoma City, OK James C. Taylor

August 11-12, 2006 Missouri Regional Springfield, MO Vern H. Schneider

August 25-27, 2006 Nebraska Divisional Columbus, NE Keith J. Herbster

November 3-5, 2006 Eastern Regional Grantville, PA William E. Yeager, Jr., KGC

This schedule is updated each issue to show all known divisional/regional assemblies.
If yours is not listed, and you would like it listed, please provide the information to the editor.



UNITED GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE
134th  Annual Assembly

June 8-11, 2006
The Peabody Hotel Memphis, 149 Union Avenue, Memphis, TN 38103, 1-800-Peabody, Ext. 2

$153 single or double.  
Make Room reservations with the hotel before May 1, 2006 & mention RCC to obtain this rate

Registration fee $140 Each Person if postmarked before March 1, 2006
$150 after March 1, 2006.  No registrations accepted after May 20, 2006

Name      Lady’s Name 
Address 
City    State      Zip 
Phone    E-mail 
Name & Location of Conclave 
Office    National Office 
Other National Office 

I will need transportation from Memphis airport to the hotel (If pre-registered) Yes   G No   G
Airline    Flight #    Arrival Date    Arrival Time 
Airline    Flight #    Departure Date    Departure Time 

Knight
Companion Lady

  G G Will attend the Thursday Evening Reception/Bar-B-Que

  G Will attend the Men’s Lunch Friday, June 9

 G Will attend the Lady’s Lunch Friday, June 9

  G G Will attend the Dinner & Entertainment Friday, June 9

  G G Will attend the Men’s and Lady’s Brunch Saturday, June 10

  G G Will attend the Graceland Tour Saturday afternoon, June 10   ($60 additional per person)

  G G Will attend the Grand Banquet Saturday, June 10 (Please indicate dinner choice below)

  G G Trout Almondine

  G G Prime Rib

  G G Will attend the Religious Service Sunday Morning, June 11

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “ASSEMBLY 2006 RCC” AND MAIL TO:
Glen Pitts, Registrar

825 Union Ave
Memphis, TN 38103-3517

E-MAIL FOR ANY QUESTIONS: vshortstop@msn.com
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Victorian England and the Origin of the Red Cross of Constantine
John L. Cooper III, Ph.D.

Past Sovereign, St. Francis Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine

Before taking up the story of the actual origins of the Red Cross of Constantine, it is necessary
first to make a disclaimer.  I hope none of you is under the misapprehension  the degree was
created by the Emperor Constantine, as our ritual so poetically states, nor that you belong to an
order which was founded after the Battle of the Milvian Bridge on October 28, in the year 312
A.D.  The phrase “Masonic tradition informs us” is a clear signal  the material which follows is
an allegory, not history, and as with the Legend of Hiram Abiff, the Legend of the Emperor
Constantine as found in our ritual is an allegory.  It is not history.  However, those who wrote
the ritual were clever, because if you listen closely to the lecture, you will hear the words “The
unusual circumstances surrounding the conversion [of Constantine to Christianity] might lead
us to speculate that our Royal Founder had been initiated into the Mysteries of the Collegium
Artificium – or College of Artificers – at Rome.  He might even have attained to the office of
Magister or Master.”  The phrase “might lead us to speculate” is the Red Cross of Constantine
version of “Masonic tradition informs us.”

The Ritual published by the United Grand Imperial Council for the United States of America
has a brief history in the front which is pretty straightforward  It states “It is now generally
accepted that our Masonic Order of the Red Cross of Constantine as worked today, was
established in 1865 in England by Robert Wentworth Little.”  However, a mythical “history” or
our order is extant and if you look around you can find it.  Let me quote part of what you will
find:

“In 1100 the Crusaders of every country carried the banner of the Order of
Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine. 

A Grand Conclave of that Order assembled in Rome, May 11, 10[??]. [The author
of this piece left out the date.]  Emperor Michael Angelo Commenus was chosen Sovereign
Grand Master. [The author  has misspelled “Commenus” – it is “Comnenus”.  He was a
Byzantine general who was made Emperor in 1057 by the Patriarch of Constantinople, so
the missing date must be 1057.]  The Sovereign Grand Council issued an edict limiting the
active membership of Knights of the Grand Cross to fifty Sir Knights in each Kingdom or
independent country, and that a Grand Cross Knight shall have precedence in all
Assemblies of Sir Knights of the Red Cross, immediately after the Sovereign Grand Master.

Pope Innocent III urged the Knights of the Red Cross, Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre and Knights of St. John to overthrow the Infidels in Constantinople in 1193.

Richard of England in 1195 was proclaimed Sovereign Grand Master of the
Knights of Rome and Constantine, and Senior Knight of the Grand Cross by the Duke of
Burgundy, for valorous services in front of Jerusalem.

After the return of the Crusaders (1200) to about 1654, the history of the Order
of the Knights of Rome and Constantine is somewhat uncertain.  No General Assembly was
held. The Kings of Spain and France and the Emperor of Germany asserted Sovereignty
by Divine Authority in their respective countries.

The Orders of Red Cross, Holy Sepulchre and St. John were resuscitated in
England, the first Conclave being instituted by the German Ambassador to the Court of St.
James, February, 1688 [The “Court of St. James” is the official title to which all
ambassadors to England (now the United Kingdom) are accredited to this day].

The Abbe Guisiniani, a Venetian Priest of great learning, while visiting England,
May, 1692, conferred these three Orders of Red Cross, Holy Sepulchre and of St. John on
several of the attaches of the English court.  Sir Bernard Burke says: "Duke Francis I of
Parma, of the House of Farnese was installed (September, 1699) Grand Master of the
Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine with much pomp."
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Prior to 1760 the Premier Conclave of England was in existence. In January
1760, the Grand Masters of the English and Scottish Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and
Constantine assembled in London and adopted as a requirement for Knighthood in the
Order that the applicant be a Royal Arch Mason and a believer in the Christian religion.

In 1804, Judge Waller Rodwell Wright was installed Provisional Grand
Sovereign of the Order in England and is said to be the author of the modern ritual now
in use. On May 4, 1808, a Grand Imperial Council of England was organized. On March
13, 1809, the Grand Imperial Council of England asserts the Sovereignty of the Order
throughout Europe and America.

Baron Hunde credits the Knights of the Red Cross as the only Order of Christian
Knighthood that has had a regular succession since it was instituted in 312.   [This refers
to Baron von Hund, the founder of the Rite of Strict Observance.]”

I will share with you the real story of the origin of the Red Cross of Constantine, a story which
I find much more interesting than the mythical rubbish above.  It’s origin it connected to
Victorian England and a small group of eager English Freemasons who were interested in the
esoteric and symbolic side of Freemasonry.  Their activity led not only to the founding of the Red
Cross of Constantine, but to the Masonic Rosicrucian Society – and also to the founding of quasi-
Masonic and non-Masonic esoteric orders, some of which developed a notorious reputation.  But
it all started with the Red Cross of Constantine. 

In order to understand the events which led to the founding of the Masonic order we know of
as the Red Cross of Constantine we have to back up a bit from the 1865 official date of our
founding.  In fact we have to go all the way back to 1813 – the date when the two rival Grand
Lodges in England merged to form the United Grand Lodge of England.  The Articles of Union,
by the way, still exist.  They are housed in a special pedestal placed in front of the Grand
Master’s Station in Freemason’s Hall in Great Queen Street, London.  They are there to remind
the United Grand Lodge that the principles which brought about the Union are still important
to them today.  Article II of the document states as follows:

“That Ancient Craft Masonry consists of three Degrees and no more; viz: Those of the Entered
Apprentice, the Fellow Craft and the Master Mason including the Supreme Order of the Holy
Royal Arch.  But this Article is not intended to prevent any Lodge or Chapter from holding a
meeting in any of the Degrees of the Orders of Chivalry, according to the Constitution of said
Orders.”

Please note the sentence, “this Article is not intended to prevent any Lodge or Chapter from
holding a meeting in any of the Degrees of the Orders of Chivalry, according to the Constitution
of said Orders.”  This becomes important to our understanding of what happened in 1865 when
our present order was founded.

When the Union took place in 1813 the Duke of Sussex, who was Grand Master of the
Moderns, became Grand Master of the new United Grand Lodge of England.  He was the sixth
son of King George III, and had been made a Mason in 1798 in Berlin.  He remained Grand
Master from 1813 until his death in 1843, and while he ruled with an iron hand, Freemasonry
also flourished under his leadership.  He was not particularly fond of all the additional degrees
which had sprung up over the years, many of which had been conferred in Ancients’ lodges as a
matter of right.  The language in the Articles of Union, quoted above, demonstrates the
importance of these degrees to the Ancients, for they were responsible for its inclusion.  And
while the Duke of Sussex, as Grand Master, could not directly prevent “lodges and chapters” from
dabbling in these additional rites and degrees, he came up with an ingenious solution to prevent
them from being used.

This “ingenious solution” of the Duke of Sussex was to get himself named as head of all the
additional rites and degrees – which he did – and then to refuse to allow them to be conferred.
Whereas in the 18th century many of these additional degrees had been conferred in lodges, by
the early 19th century they were being conferred in “chapters” – or separate Masonic bodies, and
were often organized into some type of sovereign Masonic organization, much like the pattern
prevailing today.  For example, in 1819 he allowed the creation of a Supreme Council for the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite – got himself named as Grand Commander – and then
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promptly caused the Rite to become dormant.  And he did the same thing for other organizations,
including the Knights Templar.  Only the Royal Arch escaped this scheme, perhaps due to its
great popularity.  However, as Grand Master he was also supreme head of the Royal Arch, and
could ensure  chapters remained under the strict control of local lodges.

Whether or not we agree with what the Duke of Sussex did, it is evident  his policy of
suppressing additional rites and degrees allowed the new United Grand Lodge to establish itself
as the supreme Masonic power in England and Wales, and to maintain its firm control over
Freemasonry.  One only has to look to the chaotic situation in France in the same period to
understand the wisdom of his policy.  Nevertheless by the time he died in 1843 there was an
irrepressible interest in reviving the dormant bodies which conferred additional degrees, and
between 1843 and 1860 many of them sprang to life.  Most of the national bodies governing the
additional degrees in England came into existence during this time period.  The Supreme Council
for England and Wales of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, for example, was organized in
1845 out of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction at Boston, and in 1856 the Grand Lodge of Mark
Master Masons came into existence.  The United Grand Lodge of England did not seem to mind
these new organizations – as long as they could prove some type of existence before the Union
of 1813, which most could.  Those which could not produce evidence of such activity were either
not encouraged, or in some instances, were opposed by the United Grand Lodge.  And that brings
us to the story of the founding of the Red Cross of Constantine.

The fake history, recited above, was written by the founder of our modern order, Robert
Wentworth Little.  Little was Secretary of the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls, and as such,
an employee of Grand Lodge.  An avid student of Freemasonry, he claimed that he found the
“history” of the Red Cross of Constantine – and its rituals – in the archives of the United Grand
Lodge of England.  It is difficult to sort out what he really discovered, because he used the same
story for the Masonic Rosicrucian Society, which he also founded in the same period.  In both
cases Little maintained  orders which had once been active in England had become dormant, and
he was “reviving” them.  This story fitted nicely with the facts, because, if you remember, it was
the practice of the Duke of Sussex while Grand Master to suppress any “orders of chivalry” he
found operating, although they were presumably legitimate according to Article II of the Union
of 1813.  If you could in some fashion prove  the degree or order was practiced before 1813, you
had a good case for allowing it to spring to life again.  This was especially so since the United
Grand Lodge of England had no objection to this situation after the death of Sussex in 1843.  All
you had to do was to claim  the order was “pre-1813” and provide some evidence of that fact.
What better “evidence” than records found in the Grand Lodge archives themselves!

In 1963 Bro. L.E.C. Peckover wrote an article for Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076, the
premier Masonic lodge of research.  It was published in Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, Vol. 76, and
you can read it beginning on page 75 of that issue.  Bro. Peckover did significant research into
the claims of Robert Wentworth Little, and the Red Cross of Constantine, and conclusively
proved  all of this “fake history” was just that – a fake.  It was based on actual events and
documents, but Little had misinterpreted the information in order to mislead the founders of the
new order he was promoting.  Here is a summary of what Peckover discovered:

While the story of the Venetian ambassador to London, the Abbe Guisiniani, being a “Grand
Cross” of an order which he freely conferred on others, may have a germ of truth in it, the order
was probably the Catholic Order of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, and not the Masonic order
with which we are familiar.  In the 18th century Freemasonry founded Masonic orders with titles
identical to orders under the control of the Roman Catholic Church, pretending  these were the
same thing as the Catholic orders then existing.  The most famous of these is the Order of the
Knights of Malta.  The Masonic “order” of that name was developed originally as a degree in the
18th century.  It is not a part of the more famous Knights of Malta which is a Roman Catholic
order conferred on illustrious members of that church by the Pope.  And neither is the Degree
of Knight of the Holy Sepulchre the same thing as the now-dormant Order of the Holy Sepulchre
to which the Abbe Guisiniani belonged.  There was in existence in the 18th century a “Red Cross
Degree”, but it did not refer to Constantine and had nothing to do with our present degree.  It
was an “embassy degree” – the story of Zerubbabel and his attempt to build the Second Temple
at Jerusalem.  Included in this story was the legend of Cyrus the Great of Persia who was
Zerubbabel’s friend, and who gave him promises of assistance in rebuilding the Temple.  Today
this legend comprises the 15th and 16th degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, the
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three degrees of Knight Masonry, and – significantly – the Order of the Red Cross in the Knights
Templar Orders.

The first reference to a degree called “Red Cross of Constantine” is found in an 1810 list of
degrees in Ireland.  But since we have no ritual of this degree, we are unable to say with any
certainty what it was.

The earliest ritual of the Degree of the Red Cross of Constantine is actually found in Scotland.
It is a part of the Early Grand Rite of Scotland, more a series of degrees than an organized rite
by today’s definition.  It flourished at the end of the 18th century and the first part of the 19th

century – but not in England.  The degree was number 23 in the list – and the ritual would be
readily recognizable today to all of us as the Red Cross of Constantine.  It may have been a copy
of this ritual which Robert Wentworth Little discovered in the archives of Grand Lodge.  There
is, however, no evidence  it was ever conferred in England, and certainly not before 1813.

In 1825 Robert Carlisle was selling rituals for various Masonic degrees, and in his list is the
“Red Cross of Constantine.”  Again, we have no extant copy of this degree, but it is possible  he
got the ritual from Scotland and was trying to sell it in England.  1825 was during the Grand
Mastership of the Duke of Sussex, and so if anyone was using the ritual in England, it would
have had to have been outside the pale of regular Freemasonry.

In his first history of the order, Robert Wentworth Little as much as admits  he had no real
evidence for any Masonic activity by the Red Cross of Constantine.  He stated  “For several years
a limited number of Knights met at the Crown Tavern, Clerkenwell and the records of that
period are stated to be in existence, but further information cannot be obtained from their
present custodian.  The Order continued in this languishing condition until May 1865, when a
few members assembled and, having re-established the Grand Council, elected the venerable
Knight William Henry White, P.G. Chancellor, as Grand Sovereign and proceeded to re-
constitute the Order on a working basis.”

On the basis of Robert Wentworth Little’s own statement, there was no “Grand Council”
working in England at any earlier date – despite the statement in the fake history cited above
that a “Grand Conclave” met in 1760!

Finally, the fake history states that “In 1804, Judge Waller Rodwell Wright was installed
Provisional Grand Sovereign of the Order in England and is said to be the author of the modern
ritual now in use.  On May 4, 1808, a Grand Imperial Council of England was organized.  On
March 13, 1809, the Grand Imperial Council of England asserts the Sovereignty of the Order
throughout Europe and America.”  

Unfortunately for this interesting piece of information, we actually have the rituals  Bro.
Wright wrote out in his own hand.  They have nothing to do with the Red Cross of Constantine,
and he was never the head of any “Grand Imperial Council for England.”  Wright was attempting
to form a “Grand Council” for the “Red Cross of Palestine” – the embassy degree discussed above,
involving Zerubbabel and Cyrus.  It never went anywhere, and when he left England for Malta
he handed over his rituals and papers to the Duke of Sussex.  You can imagine what he did with
them.

In summary, then, our order was founded by Robert Wentworth Little in 1865 when he
created the “premier conclave” in London, England.  He evidently used old materials  he found
in the archives of Grand Lodge to do so – without permission, I might add – and then talked
William Henry White into being the head of his new “order.”  Who was William Henry White?
There were two prominent English Masons of that name – father and son – both of whom were
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England.  The son, William Henry White, served as
Grand Secretary of the premier Grand Lodge beginning in 1810, and then as Grand Secretary
of the United Grand Lodge of England from 1813 to 1857, when he retired.  He died in 1866.  But
shortly before his death, Robert Wentworth Little talked him into becoming the head of his new
organization – perhaps in his mind lending legitimacy to what he was creating.  White was 88
when he died – a year after he was asked to become the head of Little’s “revived” organization.
Little, as before mentioned, worked for Grand Lodge as Secretary for the Royal Masonic
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Institution for Girls.  What better plan to get this new organization recognized as legitimate than
being founded by a Grand Lodge employee and a Past Grand Secretary!

Why did Robert Wentworth Little do it?  If “Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation
of every virtue,” why was the founding of the Red Cross of Constantine based on a lie.  One might
attribute it to the romanticism of the Victorian Era – or to the need to create a mythical history
to attract new members.  However I think  the real reason has to do with the terms and
conditions of the Union of the two Grand Lodges in 1813 which produced the present United
Grand Lodge of England, the story of which I have told above.  In order to be considered
legitimate, the Red Cross of Constantine needed a history which took it back before the Union
of 1813.  And Little could do that – creating a mythical origin out of materials he found in the
Grand Lodge archives – with no one to challenge him.

In conclusion, the Red Cross of Constantine as an independent Masonic organization began
in London in 1865.  It consisted of the three degrees we know today – the Red Cross of
Constantine, the Knight of the Holy Sepulcher, and the Knight of St. John the Evangelist.  It was
founded by a Mason who worked in the Grand Lodge Office from material he found in the Grand
Lodge files, and he developed a mythical history for it in order to make it seem as if its origin was
before the Union of 1813.  The truth does not diminish the importance of the Red Cross of
Constantine; it’s value to Freemasonry lies in its own worth today as an organization of Christian
Freemasonry.  But there is no need to pretend  our “mythical” history is real history.  Most
Masonic degrees have a “mythical” history or legend – but that history or legend is identified as
just that – mythical.  We should not publish mythical history and allegory as fact.




