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Lloyd Francis Christopher was born in Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania and is the son of the late Walter 
and Emma Christopher of Carmichaels, 
Pennsylvania.  He is married to the former 
Joanne Jones of John’s Island, South Carolina.  
Lloyd and Joanne have two daughters, three 

grandchildren and three great grandchildren.  He is a 1963 graduate of 
Redstone High School in Republic, Pennsylvania and a 1999 graduate of 
Trident Technical College, North Charleston, South Carolina.  He served in 
the United States Air Force for 26 years retiring at the rank of MSGT.  He is 
retired from Boeing as a C-17 Loadmaster Simulator Instructor and worked 
for the Boeing Company for 24.5 years.

Lloyd F. Christopher was initiated in Galie Lodge 810A in Kaiserslautern, 
Germany on 12 February 1968.  Two weeks after receiving the EA 
Degree he was sent to Ben Hoa Air Base, Viet Nam and 
served at Ben Hoa Air Base for 23 months and 16 days.  
After serving in Viet Nam, he returned to Germany.  As 
a courtesy candidate he was passed to the Degree of a 
Fellowcraft on 20 October 1970 and raised to a Master 
Mason on 24 November 1970 in Eifel Lodge No. 855 
Bitburg, Germany under the American Canadian Grand 
Lodge of Germany.

He affiliated with Eifel Lodge No. 855 in December 
of 1970.  From September 1973 to September 1974, 
he served Eifel Lodge No. 855 as Worshipful Master.  
In 1976 he served the American Canadian Grand 
Lodge as Grand Chaplain.

He became a member of the York Rite Bodies 
in Bitburg and Frankfurt, Germany in 1971.  
A Royal Arch Mason in April 1971 in Eifel 
Chapter No. 6 in Bitburg.  A Royal and Select 
Master in Eifel Council No.3 at Bitburg in April 
1971 and a Knight Templar in Herman Vonsalza 
Commandery No.1 in May 1971 in Frankfurt, 
Germany.   

In 1974 he served Eifel Council No. 3 as Illustrious 
Master.  From January 1975 until his departure from 
Germany, he served the Grand Council of Royal and 
Select Masters as Grand Recorder.  

Most  Illustrious Grand Sovereign 
Lloyd F. Christopher, KGC, KCC
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In 1977 after completing his tour of duty in Germany, he was 
assigned to Charleston Air Force Base in South Carolina.  
In 1978 he affiliated with the Charleston Scottish Rite 
Bodies and York Rite Bodies of Charleston and served 
as High Priest of Carolina Chapter 
No.1 and Eminent Commander 
of South Carolina Commandery 
No.1.  In 1991 he was elected into 
the grand line as Grand Scribe of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of South Carolina.  
He advanced through the 
Grand Chairs of the Grand 
Chapter of South Carolina 
and from March 1995 to 
March 1996 served the Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons as 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest.  
He is also a dual member of the 
York Rite Bodies of Lenoir, North 
Carolina.

He affiliated with Franklin Lodge No. 96 in 1978 in 
Charleston, South Carolina and in 1985 and 1991 served 
Franklin Lodge No. 96 as Worshipful Master.  During the 
250th year of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, he served 
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina as Grand Marshal.  He 
is also a member of Fiat Lux Lodge No. 432 in Charleston 
and a member of Hibriten Lodge No. 262 in Lenoir, North 
Carolina.  In April of 2016 he was appointed as District 
Deputy Grand Master of the First District of the Grand 
Lodge of South Carolina.  He served the Grand Lodge of 
South Carolina on the Masonic Education Committee for 
the first, second and third districts.  In April 2018 he was 
presented with the Mackey Medal by Most Worshipful 
Brother Michael D. Smith. 

He received the Degrees of the Scottish Rite in 1973 in 
Frankfurt, Germany.  After returning to Charleston with 
the Air Force he affiliated with the Scottish Rite Bodies of 
Charleston, South Carolina.  In 1993 he was selected by 
the Supreme Council, A.A.S.R. Southern Jurisdiction as an 
Honorary Inspector General 33°.  In March of 2013 he was 
appointed as General Secretary for the Valley of Charleston.  
He served the Scottish Rite Bodies of Charleston as General 
Secretary for fifteen years.

He is a 6th Degree Mason of the Solar White Quarry Operative 
Masons of Monroe, North Carolina.  He is a member of The 
Masonic Order of Athelstan, North Carolina Court No. 1 in 
Monroe, North Carolina and a dual member of South Carolina 

Court No. 18 in Columbia, South Carolina.  He is a member 
of North Carolina Conclave No. 24, Pilgrim Preceptors.  

He is a Past Sovereign Master of Charles Towne 
Council No.195 of the Allied Masonic Degrees.  He 

is a Past Governor of Charles Towne 
York Rite College No. 113.  In 1988 
he was honored by the Sovereign 
York Rite College of North America 

where he received the Order of the 
Purple Cross.  He is a current 

member of Palmetto College 
No. 70 in Columbia, 
South Carolina and a dual 
member of Western North 

Carolina College No. 78 in 
North Carolina.  He has served 

the York Rite Sovereign College 
of North America as Grand Herald 
General.

He is a member of Palmetto Priory 
No. 54, KYCH and holds of the 

honor of Knight York Grand Cross of Honor.  He is a 
life member of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon in Palmetto 

Forest No. 206 in South Carolina. He is also a member 
of Omar Shrine Temple in Charleston, South Carolina.  He 
is a member and Past Celebrant of South Carolina College 
Societas Rosicrucian in Civitatibus Foederatis.  He is a 
member of the Commemorative Order of St. Thomas of 
Acon and a member of the Scarlet Cord.  He is a member 
of Cana Tabernacle Number 49 Holy Royal Arch Knight 
Templar Priests and current Registrar.  He is a member of 
CBCS.

He is a member of the following research bodies:  Quatuor 
Coronati Lodge No. 2076 Correspondence Circle London, 
England; The Philalethes; South Carolina Lodge of 
Research; Georgia Lodge of Research; and Scottish Rite 
Research Society.

He received the Degrees of the Red Cross of Constantine in 
All Saints Conclave in Columbia, South Carolina. He is a 
Founding Member of the Saints John Conclave Red Cross 
of Constantine, located at Charleston, South Carolina.   He is 
a Past Sovereign of The Saints John Conclave Red Cross of 
Constantine and the current recorder of Carolina Conclave 
in Union, South Carolina.  He is a Past Intendant General for 
the Division of South Carolina.  He was installed the Most 
Illustrious Grand Sovereign of the United Grand Imperial 
Council on June 6, 2026.
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2026 
30 Sep – 03 October............................................................. Convent General, KYCH, Corpus Christi, TX

3 October................................................................................. 33rd Annual All Ohio Assembly, Dayton, OH

6-7 November.................................................................................67th Annual Eastern Regional Assembly
Best Western Premier, The Central Hotel & Conference Center, 800 E Park Dr, Harrisburg, PA

13-14 November......................................................... North Carolina Divisional Assembly, New Bern, NC

21 November................................................................... Georgia Statewide Assembly, Warner Robins, GA

2027
3-7 February................................................................................AMD Masonic Week, DoubleTree by Hilton

Washington DC - Crystal City, 300 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA

20-24 February.............................Conference of Grand Masters in North America, Kansas City, Missouri

3-5 June.............................................................................................................. 155th UGIC Annual Assembly
Embassy Suites Hotel and Convention Center, 5055 International Blvd, North Charleston SC 29418

24-26 June....................................................... DeMolay International, Loews Ventana Canyon, Tucson, AZ

16–17 July..................................................................................... 41st Annual Southwest Regional Assembly, 
Division of California Northern, Silver Legacy Resort Hotel & Casino, Reno, NV

Tentative Calendar of
Upcoming Events in 2026/27
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Among all the sacred objects described in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, none has inspired more 
fascination than the Ark of the Covenant.  
Revered as the earthly symbol of God’s 
presence among His people, the Ark 

occupied the Holy of Holies first in the Tabernacle and later 
in Solomon’s Temple.  Yet despite its central role in Israel’s 
history, the Ark disappears from the biblical record with 
remarkable silence.  Unlike the Temple’s other treasures, 
its ultimate fate remains one of history’s greatest mysteries.

The Ark was constructed at God’s direct command while 
the Israelites were encamped at Mount Sinai.  According 
to the Book of Exodus, it was fashioned from acacia wood, 
overlaid inside and out with pure gold and crowned by 
a golden Mercy Seat overshadowed by two cherubim.  
Within it were placed the two stone tablets of the Covenant.  
Later tradition also associated the Ark with Aaron’s rod that 
budded and a golden jar of manna.

More than an ornate chest, the Ark represented the 
covenant between God and Israel.  It was the visible sign 
of God’s presence with His people.  Scripture repeatedly 
describes God speaking to Moses from above the Mercy 
Seat, between the cherubim.  For this reason, the Ark 
was treated with profound reverence.  Only the Levites, 
specially consecrated for that purpose, were permitted 
to transport it using poles inserted through permanently 
attached rings.  The biblical accounts repeatedly warn of 
the consequences of disregarding these divine instructions.  
Even well-intentioned individuals who touched the Ark 
were struck dead, emphasizing the holiness associated with 
God’s presence.

Throughout Israel’s early history, the Ark accompanied the 
nation during moments of both triumph and trial.  It led the 
Israelites across the Jordan River as its waters miraculously 
parted.  It was carried before the armies of Israel as a 
symbol that victory depended upon God’s favor rather than 

military strength.  Yet the Ark was never a magical object.  
When Israel presumed upon God’s protection while living 
in disobedience, the Philistines captured it in battle.

The Philistines soon discovered that possessing the Ark 
was no ordinary military prize.  According to both the 
biblical narrative and the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, 
calamity followed wherever the Ark was taken.  Their idol 
Dagon repeatedly fell prostrate before it, and devastating 
plagues afflicted the surrounding cities.  Recognizing the 
danger, the Philistines eventually returned the Ark to Israel 
with offerings acknowledging the power of Israel’s God.

King David later brought the Ark to Jerusalem, where it 
remained until Solomon completed the First Temple.  At the 
Temple’s dedication, the Ark was placed within the Holy of 
Holies beneath the wings of great golden cherubim.  The 
biblical account records that when the priests withdrew, the 
glory of the Lord filled the Temple so completely that they 
were unable to continue their ministry.  Once again, the Ark 
symbolized God’s dwelling among His covenant people.

The mystery begins with the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C.  Both the Bible and Josephus 
provide detailed inventories of the Temple treasures carried 
away to Babylon.  Gold and silver vessels, lampstands, 
basins, pillars and countless sacred furnishings are carefully 
listed.  Yet one object is conspicuously absent from every 
inventory—the Ark of the Covenant.

This omission has puzzled historians, theologians and 
archaeologists for centuries.  Had the Babylonians captured 
the Ark, it would surely have been the greatest trophy of 
conquest and prominently mentioned among the spoils.  
Instead, Scripture remains silent.

Several explanations have been proposed.

One traditional view suggests that the Ark perished in the 
fires that consumed Solomon’s Temple.  While this remains 

The Mystery of the Ark of the Covenant:
Destroyed, Hidden or Preserved?

The following is an abstract of the Grand Sovereign’s paper which he presented when he 
joined SRCIF Twenty-five Years Ago
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possible, neither the biblical text nor Josephus explicitly 
states that the Ark was destroyed.  The absence of any 
direct reference has encouraged alternative theories.

Another ancient Jewish tradition holds that King Josiah, 
anticipating Babylon’s invasion, secretly concealed the Ark 
beneath the Temple Mount.  Some rabbinic writings even 
describe hidden chambers prepared centuries earlier for 
precisely this purpose.

Others have suggested that the Ark was removed to a 
cave in the Judean wilderness, perhaps near the Dead 
Sea, where it remains undiscovered.  Such theories have 
inspired generations of explorers and continue to capture 
the imagination of modern researchers.

Perhaps the most intriguing tradition places the Ark in 
Ethiopia.  According to Ethiopian Christian tradition, the 
Ark was transported to the ancient city of Axum, where it 
is said to reside today in the Chapel of St. Mary of Zion.  
Access to the chapel is restricted to a single guardian 
monk, and no independent scholar has been permitted to 
examine the object claimed to be the Ark.  Consequently, 
the Ethiopian claim cannot be verified, yet it remains one of 
history’s most enduring religious traditions.

Whether the Ark rests beneath Jerusalem, lies hidden in 
an undiscovered cave, survives in Ethiopia or was lost 

forever in antiquity, its enduring significance transcends its 
physical location.  Throughout Scripture, the Ark pointed 
beyond itself to the covenant relationship between God and 
His people.  It reminded Israel that God’s presence required 
reverence, obedience and holiness.

For students of biblical history and for many within the 
Masonic fraternity—particularly Royal Arch Masons, 
whose ritual draws richly upon the symbolism of the Temple 
and its sacred furnishings—the Ark remains far more than 
an archaeological curiosity.  It serves as a powerful emblem 
of divine truth, covenant and faithful service.

The search for the Ark of the Covenant has inspired 
explorers, scholars and believers for centuries.  Yet perhaps 
its greatest lesson lies not in discovering where it may 
be hidden, but in understanding what it represented.  The 
Ark was never revered simply because it was made of 
gold or because it was ancient.  It was revered because 
it symbolized God’s presence among His people and His 
enduring covenant with them.

Until convincing evidence emerges, the fate of the Ark of 
the Covenant will remain one of history’s greatest unsolved 
mysteries.  But its spiritual message—calling humanity to 
faithfulness, reverence and obedience—continues to endure 
long after the Ark itself vanished from the pages of history.
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This is a preliminary report on the 154th 
Annual Assembly of the United Grand 
Imperial Council, held at the Embassy Suites 
by Hilton Grapevine DFW North, 2401 Bass 
Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051, on June 

4-6, 2026.  A complete report on the 154th Annual 
Assembly will be included in the Transactions for the 
just completed Constantinian year.

The officers installed for the 
2026 – 2027 Constantinian year were:

	 Grand Sovereign.Lloyd F. Christopher, KGC, KCC
	 Grand Viceroy.............................Jeffrey N. Nelson
	 Grand Senior General................. Bryce B. Hildreth
	 Grand Junior General........................Glen A. Cook
	 Grand Treasurer... Joe R. Manning, Jr., KGC, KCC
	 Grand Recorder.......R. Stephen Doan, KGC, KCC
	 Grand Trustee (2027).......................John L. Logan
	 Grand Trustee (2028)...................Glenn D. Woody
	 Grand Trustee (2029)..................David W. Studley
	 Grand Chancellor....................Victor K. Crooks, II
	 Grand Almoner.......................... Russell E. Bridges
	 Grand Chamberlain..................... J. David Cashion

	 Grand Orator..........................William D. Johnston
	 Grand Standard Bearer.................... David C. Ladd
	 Grand Marshal..................Robert (Bob) J. Bean Sr.
	 Grand Herald...........................Lawrence E. Tucker
	 Grand Sentinel...........................H. Bart Henderson 
	 Grand High Prelate.......... David J. Kussman, KCC
	 Grand Chaplain............................Paul D. Erickson

New Intendants General:

	 Arkansas....................................Steven G. Tiner
	 Connecticut........................Richard R. Jones, Jr.
	 Delaware..................................... John A. Eberly
	 Georgia Northern.......................Jan M. Giddens
	 Idaho..................................... John W. Zeller, Sr.
	 Massachusetts......................... Geoffrey Kromer
	 Mississippi........................... Edward W. Rhodes
	 Texas Western.....................Jackie W. Matthews

A complete list of the committees appointed for the 2026 
– 2027 Constantinian year may be found on the UGIC 
website:  https://redcrossconstantine.org/committees/.

Report on the 154th Annual Assembly of the 
United Grand Imperial Council
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In accordance with §402.020 of the Constitution and 
Statutes and Regulations, the Grand Sovereign with the 
concurrence of the Grand Viceroy conferred the Order 
of Knight Commander of Constantine on two Knights 
Companions:  Kevin J. Hecht of Connecticut and R. 
Stephen Doan, KGC.  Each conferral was recognized 
warmly by the Knights Companions present.

The UGIC budgets for the current Constantinian year 
were adopted as presented and will be included in the 
Transactions for the just completed Constantinian year.

A new Section 802.015 was added to the Statutes and 
Regulations to allow a conclave to move permanently 
to a meeting place not in the location authorized by 
the United Grand Imperial Council in such conclave’s 

charter and bylaws by using the same procedure as our 
law now provides for a bylaws amendment.

The Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder delivered their 
reports.  The Board of Control’s account of its receipts 
and disbursements, together with an inventory covering 
all of its investments and funds, was also delivered.  
These reports will be included in the Transactions for 
the just completed Constantinian year.

The 155th Annual Assembly of the United Grand 
Imperial Council will be held on June 3-5, 2027 in the 
Embassy Suites Hotel and Convention Center, 5055 
International Blvd, North Charleston, South Carolina.  
Registration forms will be available on the UGIC 
website in early 2027.
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Illustrious Grand
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Grand Recorder
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One of the most distinctive characteristics of Jesus’ public ministry was His frequent use of parables.  Rather 
than presenting theological truths as abstract lectures or systematic doctrines, He taught through stories drawn 
from ordinary life—farmers sowing seed, shepherds seeking lost sheep, merchants searching for pearls, and 
fathers welcoming prodigal sons.  When His disciples asked why He taught in this manner, Jesus explained:

“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to 
them it has not been granted.... This is why I speak to them in parables, because they look but do not see and 
hear but do not listen or understand” (Matthew 13:10–17).

This explanation provides an important insight into Christ’s method of teaching.  His parables 
did not merely conceal truth; they revealed truth to those who were willing to seek it 
while allowing those who were indifferent or hostile to dismiss the message without 
understanding it.  A remarkably similar educational principle can be found within 
Freemasonry.  Although the two traditions differ profoundly in purpose, authority and 
theology, both employ symbolic language rather than direct explanation.  Each seeks 
to awaken curiosity, provoke reflection and encourage personal discovery.

The purpose of Jesus’ parables was not simply to make difficult ideas easier to 
understand.  In fact, many parables initially made His teaching more difficult.  
They demanded meditation.  A listener could hear the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the Sower or the Prodigal Son many times and continue to discover 
new meanings.  The stories invited hearers to become participants rather 
than spectators.  One naturally asks, “Which character am I?”  Am I the 
elder brother or the prodigal?  Who is the father?  Am I the seed that falls 
upon rocky ground or fertile soil?  Am I the traveler who shows mercy 
on an outcast or the one who passes by?  In this way the lesson becomes 
deeply personal.  The hearer is no longer merely learning information but 
examining his own heart.

Freemasonry employs a similar educational process through symbols rather 
than stories.  The working tools of the medieval operative stonemasons—the 
square, compass, level, plumb, common gavel, twenty-four-inch gauge, trowel and 
rough and perfect ashlars—serve as symbols for moral and spiritual lessons.  Instead 
of presenting a lecture on honesty, integrity, equality or self-discipline, Freemasonry 
presents a symbolic tool and encourages the candidate to contemplate its meaning.  
The plumb teaches moral rectitude.  The compass symbolize self-restraint.  The rough 
ashlar represents the imperfect individual, while the perfect ashlar symbolizes the 
person refined through education, discipline and virtue.

These symbols are not ordinarily exhausted by a single explanation.  Like Christ’s 
parables, they reward repeated reflection.  A Mason may contemplate the symbolism of the 
rough ashlar for decades, discovering deeper applications as life experiences increase.  The 
lesson is not imposed upon him as much as it is discovered by him.  Modern educational 
psychology recognizes that knowledge personally discovered is often retained more deeply 
than information simply received.  Both Christ’s parables and Masonic symbolism take 

Parables and Symbols: A Comparison of Jesus’ 
Teaching Method and Freemasonry’s Use of Masonic Symbolism
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advantage of this principle by engaging the imagination, 
conscience and intellect simultaneously.

There is another important similarity.  Neither Jesus nor 
Freemasonry immediately explains everything.  Jesus 
frequently ended a parable with a simple challenge such as, 
“Whoever has ears ought to hear.”  The responsibility for 
understanding rested partly upon the hearer.  Those genuinely 
seeking truth asked further questions, just as the disciples 
privately requested explanations.  Likewise, Masonic ritual 
does not attempt to explain every symbol exhaustively.  Instead, 
it encourages lifelong study, discussion and reflection.  The 
symbolism becomes a starting point rather than a conclusion.

This process also makes learning more personal.  A direct 
lecture may inform the mind, but symbols and stories 
engage the whole person.  Every individual brings different 
experiences to a parable or symbol.  The Parable of the 
Prodigal Son may speak differently to a father, a son or 
someone seeking forgiveness.  Likewise, the symbolism of 
the common gavel may have one significance for a young 
Mason learning self-discipline and another for an older 
Mason reflecting upon a lifetime of moral growth.  Because 
the learner participates in discovering the meaning, the 
lesson becomes not merely remembered but internalized.

Another practical advantage of symbolic teaching is that 
it often withstands criticism more effectively than direct 
assertion.  Jesus’ enemies frequently sought grounds upon 
which to accuse Him.  Yet His parables often conveyed 
profound theological truths without providing immediate 
statements that opponents could easily isolate or distort.  
Those whose hearts were receptive perceived the deeper 
message; those whose hearts were closed often heard only 
an interesting story.  As Isaiah had prophesied, some would 
“look but never see” and “hear but not understand.”

Similarly, Freemasonry’s moral teachings are embedded 
within symbols inherited from the craft of medieval 
stonemasons.  Critics who examine only the external 
ceremonies or literal working tools may overlook the ethical 
instruction intended by the symbolism.  The symbolic 
nature of the ritual requires thoughtful interpretation rather 
than superficial observation.  While misunderstanding can 
still occur, symbolic language is often less vulnerable to 
simplistic criticism because its meaning cannot always be 
reduced to isolated words or phrases.

At the same time, important distinctions must be recognized.  
Jesus’ parables proclaim divine revelation concerning 
the Kingdom of God, calling listeners to repentance, faith 

and discipleship.  Their authority rests upon the person of 
Christ Himself, whom Christians confess as the incarnate 
Son of God.  Freemasonry, by contrast, does not claim to 
communicate new revelation or establish religious doctrine.  
Its symbolism is intended primarily as a system of moral 
instruction, encouraging men of many different faith 
traditions to cultivate virtue, integrity, fidelity, charity and 
brotherly love.  The similarity therefore lies not in theological 
content but in pedagogical method.  Both traditions use 
indirect teaching to stimulate reflection, but they do so in 
service of fundamentally different purposes.

Indeed, one might say that both recognize an enduring truth 
about human nature:  wisdom cannot simply be transferred 
from one mind to another.  Genuine understanding requires 
personal engagement.  A mathematical formula may be 
memorized, but moral and spiritual truths become part of 
one’s character only when they are wrestled with, reflected 
upon and lived.  Stories and symbols invite this interior work.  
They slow the learner down, encouraging contemplation 
rather than mere information.

For Christians who are also Freemasons, this comparison 
can illuminate why symbolic instruction possesses such 
enduring power.  Jesus Himself chose stories instead of 
systematic theological lectures.  Medieval stonemasons, 
whose tools became the symbolic vocabulary of speculative 
Freemasonry, likewise discovered that familiar objects could 
point beyond themselves toward higher realities.  In both 
cases, the visible directs attention to the invisible, and the 
ordinary becomes a gateway to the extraordinary.

Ultimately, both Jesus’ parables and Masonic symbolism 
demonstrate that the deepest truths are often not those that are 
simply explained but those that are discovered.  The hearer 
who enters the parable or the Mason who reflects upon the 
working tools becomes an active participant in the search for 
meaning.  That personal discovery produces understanding 
that is richer, more enduring and more transformative than 
information merely received.  As Jesus declared, “Blessed 
are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they 
hear.”  Those words remind us that true wisdom belongs not 
merely to those who are taught, but to those whose hearts 
remain open to seek, reflect and understand.

Facts may be taught, but wisdom must be discovered.  Both 
Christ’s parables and the symbolic language of Freemasonry 
invite the seeker to undertake that journey of discovery, for 
truths found by the heart are remembered long after facts 
received by the mind are forgotten.
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The Knights Companions of South Carolina 
anxiously await your participation in the 
155th Annual Assembly in Charleston, 
South Carolina.

There’s a reason Charleston, South 
Carolina, is consistently named one of the best cities in 
the world. From the historic cobblestone streets of the 
French Quarter to our world-renowned culinary scene, 
every corner of the Holy City and the surrounding area 
offers a new story. Immerse yourself in the traditions, 
flavors, and coastal beauty that define our area’s unique 
spirit of heart and soul.

Friday morning via a scenic boat ride, we will be visiting 
the Fort Sumter National Monument, a historic site in 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, where the first shots of 
the American Civil War were fired on April 12, 1861. The 
monument preserves Fort Sumter, an incomplete sea fort 
built on an artificial island in 1829 to protect Charleston from 
naval attack. It is part of the Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie 
National Historical Park, which also includes Fort Moultrie, 
the site of the 1776 American victory over the British.  After 
the tour, we will make a stop to observe the birth place of the 
Supreme Council.

A taste of Charleston cuisine will be served for lunch at 
the Valley of Charleston Scottish Rite temple.

After lunch, we will return to downtown Charleston 
for a scenic tour and shopping at the Charleston local 
market area. The Charleston City Market is a historic 
landmark located in the heart of downtown Charleston, 
South Carolina. It has been a hub of activity for over 
200 years, showcasing local crafts, homegrown goods, 
and Southern Charm. Visitors can explore a variety of 
offerings, including souvenirs, jewelry, woven baskets, 
and artwork, making it a must-visit destination for 
anyone in the area to enjoy a vibrant atmosphere of this 
iconic location. 

Rooms have been reserved at the Embassy Suites 
by Hilton Charleston Airport Hotel & Convention 
Center located at 5055 International Boulevard, North 
Charleston, South Carolina 29418-5963.  The suites 
will be $199+taxes per night; please use code 90P for 
reservations or the online link: https://www.hilton.com/
en/attend-my-event/unitedgrandimperialcouncil for 
convention rates. The hotel provides complimentary 
airport shuttle service and the hotel guests receive 
complimentary breakfast and evening reception. 

Charleston is a beautiful historic city and I would 
suggest that you make plans to stay a few extra days. 
We look forward to our 155th U.G.I.C. Assembly being 
held in our beautiful city and your attendance. 

155th Annual Assembly in Charleston, South 
Carolina, June 3-5, 2027
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To the August Emperor Constantine, Favored of Heaven 
and Defender of Rome,

I, Gaius Aelius Varro, Tribune of the Tenth Legion, Warden 
of the Imperial Vanguard, lay these words before you with 
the humility befitting one who has witnessed wonders 
beyond the reach of mortal understanding.

For many years I have served Rome under the watch of the 
old gods, Jupiter Optimus Maximus, Mars the Avenger, Sol 
Invictus whose light crowns the morning. I have offered 
incense at their altars, sworn oaths by their names, and 
trusted that the strength of Rome flowed from their favor. 
Yet what occurred on the eve of battle has shaken the 
foundations of all I once held certain.

When word spread that you, our Emperor, beheld a sign 
in the heavens, a Cross of radiant fire, accompanied by 

the promise In Hoc Signo Vinces, I dismissed it at first as 
the fervor of soldiers eager for victory. But then I saw the 
Labarum raised. I saw men who had never bent the knee 
to any god, but Mars stand silent as though touched by 
something holy. I felt a stillness settled upon the camp, not 
the dread before battle, but a solemn calm, as though the 
very air awaited the unfolding of divine purpose.

On the field, I witnessed what no augur could explain. Our 
lines held with a resolve I have never seen. Arrows fell 
harmlessly. Formations that should have broken stood firm. 
And when the enemy faltered, it was as though an unseen 
hand pressed upon them. I have fought in Germania, in 
the East, and along the northern frontier, but never have 
I sensed such a presence. One that does not roar like 
Mars, nor blaze like Sol, but moves with quiet authority, 
commanding without force.

A Fictitious Letter to Emperor Constantine
By Rev. Fr. George E. Weil, Arizona Conclave
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Since that day, my thoughts have been troubled. If the gods 
of our fathers are supreme, why did they not grant such 
a sign? Why did the heavens open not with the eagle of 
Jupiter, but with the Cross of a faith I scarcely understand? 
And why does my heart, trained to skepticism, feel strangely 
drawn toward the One whom your vision proclaimed?

I do not yet know what to believe. I am a soldier, not a 
philosopher. But I cannot deny what I saw, nor the victory 
that followed. If the God of the Christians has revealed 
Himself to you, then perhaps He has revealed Himself to 
Rome. Perhaps the Empire stands at the threshold of a new 
age, one in which the old gods yield to a power greater than 
any we have known.

If the God who revealed the sign has indeed set His mark 
upon you, then perhaps He has set His mark upon us all. 

And though I do not yet understand His ways, I dare to 
hope that through this sign, Rome is being called to a 
destiny higher than any we have ever imagined.

I remain loyal to you, my Emperor, as I have always been. 
Yet now my loyalty is joined by a quiet hope that the sign 
you saw was not only for your triumph, but for the healing 
and renewal of the Empire we love.

May the One who granted you the vision grant us all 
understanding.

Your faithful servant, 
Gaius Aelius Varro, Tribune of the Tenth Legion, 
Warden of the Imperial Vanguard
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We all have free will.  We can choose what 
we want and when to do.  Decaf or regular.  
Some choices are more consequential.  
Adam and Eve chose to eat the apple, 
and we know what happened next.  Mary 

could have said no, but didn’t, and God thereby became 
incarnate in human flesh and lived among us, opening a 
pathway to salvation, the New Adam if you will.  God too 
has free will, as we would expect, because we are created in 
His image.  And, as God has free will, He does not always 
choose to answer prayers when or as we expect.  What does 
this say about God and our relationship with Him?

We treasure free will because it allows us to choose.  Every 
day we make countless decisions, from the trivial—whether 
to drink regular or decaffeinated coffee—to the life-changing.  
Scripture itself is a history of such choices.  Adam and Eve 
freely chose disobedience, bringing sin and death into the 
world.  Centuries later, Mary freely answered the angel, 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to 
me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).  Her yes opened 
the world to the Incarnation, through which God personally 
entered human history and accomplished our redemption.

If humanity is created in the image and likeness of God 
(Genesis 1:27), then our capacity for free choice reflects 
something of God’s own nature.  God is not constrained by 
necessity or compelled by forces outside Himself.  He acts 
freely because He is perfectly free.  Every divine action is an 
expression of His infinite wisdom, justice, mercy and love.

This understanding sheds light on one of the most difficult 
aspects of the spiritual life:  unanswered prayer.  Christians 
are taught to pray with confidence, yet we also discover that 
God does not always answer prayers in the manner or at 
the time we desire.  This is not evidence of indifference or 
absence.  Rather, it reveals that God is not a cosmic machine 
responding automatically to human requests.  His freedom 
is governed neither by our expectations nor by our limited 
understanding.

Instead, God’s choices are always directed toward the 
highest good, even when that good remains hidden from us.  
Like a loving father who sometimes refuses a child’s request 
because he sees dangers the child cannot perceive, God 
may deny, delay or answer differently because His vision 
encompasses eternity rather than the present moment.  His 
apparent silence may become an invitation to deeper trust, 
greater perseverance or unexpected spiritual growth.

The freedom of God therefore tells us not that He is 
unpredictable or arbitrary, but that He is sovereign.  His will 
is perfectly united with His goodness.  We can trust Him 
precisely because He is free to choose what is truly best, not 
merely what we desire.  Faith is therefore more than believing 
that God can answer prayer; it is believing that whatever He 
freely chooses will ultimately serve His loving purpose and 
be in our own best interests, as we may eventually discover.  
In that confidence, we should pray not only, “Lord, hear my 
prayer,” but also, with Christ in Gethsemane, “Not my will, 
but yours be done.”

Free Will
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40th Annual Southwest Regional Assembly

Most Worshipful Ridgely H. Gilmour and his wife, Anne.
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One of the most profound themes running 
through the Old Testament is that King 
Solomon’s Temple was designed not 
merely as a magnificent building for 
worship, but to the careful observer as a 

symbolic restoration of the Garden of Eden.  Far more 
than a place for sacrifices and national gatherings, the 
Temple represented the meeting place of heaven and 
earth, where God’s presence once again dwelt among 
His people.  Through its architecture, ornamentation and 
symbolism, the Temple recalled humanity’s first home 
with God and foreshadowed the ultimate restoration of 
that fellowship.

The Garden of Eden was the first sanctuary.  Before 
sin entered the world, Adam and Eve enjoyed 
unbroken communion with God, who “walked” in the 
garden (Genesis 3:8).  There was no temple because 
God’s presence filled the garden itself.  After the 
Fall, however, mankind was expelled from Eden and 
separated from the immediate presence of God.  The 
Temple represented God’s gracious initiative to restore, 
in part, that lost relationship.  When Solomon dedicated 
the Temple and the glory of the Lord filled it (1 Kings 
8:10–13), Israel witnessed a renewed manifestation of 
God’s dwelling among His covenant people.

The orientation of the Temple further reinforced this 
connection.  According to Genesis, Adam and Eve were 
driven eastward from Eden after their disobedience 
and cherubim were stationed at the eastern entrance to 
guard the way back to the Tree of Life (Genesis 3:24).  
Likewise, Solomon’s Temple was entered from the east, 
requiring worshippers to move westward toward the 
Holy of Holies.  This symbolic movement represented 
mankind’s gradual approach back toward the presence 
of God from which humanity had once been excluded.

The cherubim themselves formed another striking 
parallel.  In Eden, they stood as guardians preventing 

fallen humanity from re-entering God’s sanctuary.  In the 
Temple, two colossal golden cherubim overshadowed 
the Ark of the Covenant within the Holy of Holies (1 
Kings 6:23–28).  Additional cherubim were woven 
into the great veil and carved throughout the Temple’s 
interior.  Their presence served as a continual reminder 
that although God had graciously chosen to dwell 
among His people, unrestricted access to His holiness 
remained impossible under the Old Covenant.

The two pillars named Jachin and Boaz set up at the 
entrance of King Solomon’s Temple have no scriptural 
correspondence with the Garden of Eden, which fact 
implies their symbolism.  Solomon’s Temple, itself a 
symbolic restoration of Eden, invites the faithful once 
more to approach the Divine Presence.  But, before 
entering the Temple, the restored Eden, the worshiper 
must pass between two pillars whose names proclaim 
the very virtues that fallen humanity lacks and must 
regain for admission to Paradise:  stability founded 
upon God (Jachin, “He establishes”) and the strength 
received from God (Boaz, “In Him is strength”).

Perhaps the most visually striking evidence of Edenic 
symbolism was the Temple’s extensive botanical 
decoration.  Solomon’s craftsmen filled the sanctuary 
with carvings of palm trees, flowers, open blossoms, 
gourds and pomegranates (1 Kings 6–7).  Rather than 
decorating God’s house with abstract geometric designs 
alone, the Temple deliberately resembled a luxuriant 
garden.  Every worshipper entering the sanctuary would 
have been surrounded by reminders of the beauty and 
abundance of Eden.

Although no literal Tree of Life stood within the 
Temple, many biblical scholars believe that the seven-
branched golden menorah symbolized that sacred tree.  
Fashioned to resemble an almond tree, complete with 
branches, buds, blossoms and flowers (Exodus 25:31–
40), the menorah stood as a living image within the 

King Solomon’s Temple as an Evocation of 
the Garden of Eden
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sanctuary.  Its perpetual light recalled the life that flows 
from God’s presence and pointed toward the Tree of 
Life that humanity had lost through sin.

The Temple also echoed Eden through its lavish use of 
gold and precious stones.  Genesis specifically notes that 
the land surrounding Eden contained gold, bdellium and 
onyx (Genesis 2:11–12).  Similarly, Solomon overlaid 
much of the Temple with gold and adorned it with costly 
materials, suggesting not merely royal splendor but the 
restored richness of God’s original creation.

Water likewise played an important symbolic role.  A 
river flowed out of Eden to water the entire garden 
before dividing into four great rivers (Genesis 2:10–
14).  Solomon’s Temple contained the great bronze Sea 
along with numerous basins used for ritual purification, 
likely filled by an impressive network of channels, 
tunnels and pools associated with the Gihon Spring, the 
principal natural spring of ancient Jerusalem located 
on the eastern slope of the City of David, south of the 
present day Temple Mount.  While these basins did not 
duplicate Eden’s river, they anticipated the prophetic 
vision later given to Ezekiel, who saw life-giving waters 

flowing from the future Temple to heal the nations 
(Ezekiel 47).  The Book of Revelation completes this 
imagery by describing the River of Life flowing from 
the throne of God through the New Jerusalem alongside 
the restored Tree of Life (Revelation 22).

Even the role of the priests recalls Adam’s original 
vocation.  Genesis states that Adam was placed in the 
Garden “to till it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15).  The 
Hebrew verbs translated “serve” and “keep” later 
become technical terms describing the ministry of 
Israel’s priests within the Tabernacle and Temple.  
Many biblical scholars therefore understand Adam to 
have functioned as humanity’s first priest, serving and 
guarding God’s sanctuary in Eden before sin shattered 
that sacred trust.

Finally, both Eden and the Temple are associated with 
a holy mountain.  Ezekiel 28 describes Eden as situated 
upon “the holy mountain of God.”  Solomon’s Temple 
likewise stood upon Mount Moriah (2 Chronicles 3:1), 
emphasizing the biblical theme that mountains are 
places where heaven and earth meet and where God 
reveals His presence to mankind.
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Taken together, these numerous parallels reveal that the 
Temple was intentionally constructed as a symbolic new 
Eden.  It reminded Israel not only of humanity’s tragic 
fall but also of God’s enduring desire to dwell among 
His people.  The Temple looked backward to creation 
while simultaneously pointing forward to redemption.

The Scriptures ultimately trace a magnificent 
progression.  The story begins in Eden, where God 
dwelt freely with humanity in a garden.  It continues 
with the Tabernacle, where God accompanied Israel 
through the wilderness and then with Solomon’s 
Temple, a permanent sanctuary deliberately fashioned 
to reflect Eden’s beauty and holiness.  In the fullness of 
time, God dwelt among humanity in the person of Jesus 
Christ, of whom St. John writes, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).  Following 
Christ’s resurrection, believers themselves became 
temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16).  Finally, 

the Bible concludes not with another isolated garden but 
with the New Jerusalem—a glorious garden-city where 
the Tree of Life and the River of Life are restored and 
where God dwells forever with His redeemed people 
(Revelation 21–22), the place where Masons hope to 
live our future existence.

Many Masonic writers have historically emphasized 
Solomon’s Temple as the archetype of sacred architecture, 
but understanding it as a symbolic restoration of Eden 
adds a deeper biblical and spiritual dimension to our 
Masonic understanding of this structure as the architype 
for a Masonic lodge.  The Temple represents not only 
wisdom and craftsmanship but also humanity’s longing 
to regain the lost fellowship with God that began in 
Eden.  This perspective can enrich both biblical study 
and our understanding of the true purpose of the lodge 
and how we should treat one another while there.
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May Assembly of St. Gabriel Conclave



RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE 
6411 Seabryn Drive 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4755

The Byzantium is published twice yearly by the United Grand Imperial Council, Red Cross of 
Constantine.  Address:  6411 Seabryn Drive, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4755. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to 6411 Seabryn Drive, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4755

UNITED GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL 
Lloyd F. Christopher, KGC, KCC... Grand Sovereign 
R. Stephen Doan, KGC..................... Grand Recorder & Byzantium Editor
Seth Anthony..................................... Assistant Grand Recorder
John A. Bridegroom, PS................... Byzantium Assistant Editor 

NON-PROFIT   
ORGANIZATION  

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID    

GREENFIED, IN      
PERMIT NO. 41


